
 

Township of Howick Council Meeting Minutes February 20, 2018 
 
Present: Reeve Art Versteeg 

Deputy Reeve Robert Clarkson 
 Councillor Doug Harding 
 Councillor Linda Henhoeffer 
 Councillor Randy Scott 
 Drainage Superintendent Wray Wilson 
  Public Works Coordinator Brady Nolan 

Treasurer-Tax Collector Jean Hughes  
    
1. Call to Order  
Reeve Versteeg called the meeting to order at 7 pm. 
2. Acceptance of Agenda  
Moved by Deputy Reeve Clarkson; Seconded by Councillor Henhoeffer: 
Be it resolved that Council approve the agenda as presented. Carried. Resolution 
No. 46/18 
3. Declaration of Pecuniary Interest and the General Nature Thereof 
No one declared a pecuniary interest at this time.  
4. Approval of Minutes  
Moved by Councillor Scott; Seconded by Deputy Reeve Clarkson: 
Be it resolved that Council approve the minutes of the February 6, 2018 Council 
meeting as presented. Carried. Resolution No. 47/18 
5. Staff Reports 
5.1 Drainage Superintendent Wray Wilson 
Drainage Superintendent Wilson presented report #2018-02 in reference to the 
necessary amendment required for the letter of credit for the Renwick Municipal Drain.  
Back in September 2017 Resolution #272/17 was passed authorizing a letter of credit 
up to $20,000 as required by the Department of Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) 
but since then, further investigation has found that the limit is not sufficient.  Wray 
requested that Council rescind Resolution #272/17 and pass a new motion to increase 
the limit to $35,000 based on the new requirements set out by the DFO.  Drainage 
Superintendent Wilson also provided updates on the Berlett-Gibson Drain and Noah 
Martin Drain and he shared drainage statistical information that was circulated by 
OMAFRA at the drainage conference he had attended recently, all for information only.  
The report noted that one property owner was not in agreement with the options 
discussed at the meeting for the Noah Martin Drain and is expecting there may be 
appeals to the Court of Revision, Drainage Tribunal as a result.  Councillor Harding 
questioned whether there is a viable solution to the property owner’s concern but an 
alternate option is likely not feasible.  Discussions ensued in reference to the statistical 
report summaries presented and the fact that approvals for drainage works from 
Ministries and other agencies can often take a long time. 
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Moved by Councillor Scott; Seconded by Councillor Henhoeffer: 
Be it resolved that Council do hereby rescind motion #272/17 dated September 
19, 2017.  Resolution No. 48/18 
Moved by Councillor Harding; Seconded by Councillor Henhoeffer: 
Be it resolved that Council provide a Letter of Credit to the Receiver General of 
Canada in the maximum amount of $35,000.00 so that the work on the Renwick 
Municipal Drain can commence as soon as possible.  Resolution No. 49/18 
5.2 Treasurer Jean Hughes 
Treasurer Hughes presented report Finance 2018-03 which included recommendations 
for the reinstatement of the Insurance Reserve, an accounts payable listing for accounts 
payable and/or paid from January 17 to February 20, 2018, the annual grant summary 
for Council’s review and comment, MPAC Growth information for 2017, and Draft #2 for 
the 2018 Budget.  Council agreed to the reinstatement of the insurance reserve. 
Moved by Deputy Reeve Clarkson; Seconded by Councillor Scott: 
Be it resolved that Council accepts the recommendation to reinstate the 
insurance reserve and directs the Treasurer to transfer $5,000.00 to the Reserve 
for 2017. Resolution No. 50/18  
The accounts payable listing and annual grant summary reports were reviewed and 
accepted. 
Moved by Councillor Scott; Seconded by Deputy Reeve Clarkson:  
Be it resolved that the accounts, payable and/or paid, from January 17 to 
February 20, 2018 in the amount of $346,770.46 be approved. Carried. Resolution 
No. 51/18 
The report also included growth information from MPAC which was less than 1% for 
2017 and also noted the annual CPI level at December 31, 2017 was 1.9%.  The 
Treasurer then provided details on the dollar amounts that could be raised based on 
2018 assessment figures, growth, growth plus CPI and Council’s recommendations 
from the past to keep the municipal tax rate around a 4% increase annually.  Draft #2 of 
the 2018 Budget represents a 2.2% municipal tax rate increase which would allow for 
continued reserve growth to meet future capital requirements and would help to sustain 
the Township financially.  Council directed the Treasurer to bring back a 1% increase vs 
the 2% presented at tonight’s meeting.   Councillor Henhoeffer also requested the 
Recreation Facilities Manager provide a report on the usage for the arena and 
requested the Treasurer provide a more long-term reserve outlook for Council’s 
consideration at the next meeting. 
6. Council Committee and Board Reports  
Minutes from the Coalition for Huron Injury Prevention (CHIP) meeting held December 
15, 2017 received. 
Minutes from the Wroxeter Hall Board meetings held January 8 and February 5, 2018 
were received. 
Minutes from the Belmore Community Centre meeting held January 15, 2018 were 
received. 
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Moved by Councillor Henhoeffer; Seconded by Councillor Harding: 
Be it resolved that Council receive the minutes from the Council Committees and 
Boards included in the February 20, 2018 agenda. Carried. Resolution No. 52/18 
7. Economic Development 
Correspondence was received from the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural 
Affairs regarding funding for the Ontario Revitalizing Main Streets initiative was 
reviewed which outlined the funding allocation the Township of Howick will be receiving 
under this initiative.  Howick is expecting to receive $39,324.00.   The Treasurer 
explained that details for this grant are limited at present, noting that the monies are to 
be used to enhance and revitalize main streets and downtown cores through 
improvements such as crosswalks, landscaping, and that this funding could also be 
directed to the village management boards.   The Reeve wondered about the possibility 
of replacing sidewalks with these funds, but the Public Works Coordinator and 
Treasurer are not sure the grant funds would be sufficient.  This revitalizing grant 
expands upon the Downtown Revitalization Program, and the Treasurer will be 
reviewing documents related to the former program for more clarification.   
8. Correspondence 
Correspondence received from Maitland Valley Conservation Authority to report on 
Director Versteeg’s attendance at meetings during 2017 was noted and filed. 
Correspondence received from the Ontario Provincial Police regarding the 2018 
Policing Bureau Calendar was noted and filed. 
Correspondence received from Canada Post on the grant funding opportunity for 
registered charities, school programs and community organizations for community 
projects for children was noted and filed. 
9. Members Privilege – Good News and Celebrations 
Councillor Scott reported on the meeting highlight for the Belmore Community Centre 
Board whereby the Chamber has given the go ahead to do the renovations to the main 
hall to include new lighting, T-bar ceiling replacement, and various carpentry upgrades 
at an approximate cost of $58,000 which will likely take 1-2 yrs.  The arena Board will 
act as general contractor.     
Councillor Harding commented on the family day activities held at the Howick 
Community Centre on Monday.  He said there was a great turnout and the event was 
very successful – better results than have been experienced in previous years. 
10. By-laws and Motions 
Moved by Councillor Henhoeffer; Seconded by Councillor Harding: 
Be it resolved that Council accept a letter of resignation from the Wroxeter Park 
Board received from Joanne Hughes, with regret. Carried. Resolution No. 53/18 
Moved by Councillor Henhoeffer; Seconded by Deputy Reeve Clarkson: 
Be it resolved that Council approve the Maitland Conservation 2018 Budget as 
presented, Howick’s share being $58,479.00. Resolution No. 54/18 
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11. Closed Session 
Council proceeded into closed session to discuss matters pertaining to labour 
relations/employee negotiations (Recreation Manager Performance Review results and 
status of Chief Building Official position) and the adoption of the February 6, 2018 
closed meeting minutes. 
Moved by Councillor Scott; Seconded by Councillor Henhoeffer: 
Be it resolved that Council go into “Closed Session” at 7:58 pm under Section 
239 of the Municipal Act, 2001 as amended, to discuss matters pertaining to 
labour relations and employee negotiations; and that Treasurer Hughes remain in 
attendance. Carried. Resolution No. 55/18 
Moved by Deputy Reeve Clarkson; Seconded by Councillor Harding: 
Be it resolved that Council adjourn the “Closed Session” at 8:08 pm. Carried. 
Resolution No. 56/18 
Moved by Deputy Reeve Clarkson; Seconded by Councillor Harding: 
Be it resolved that Council approve the hiring of David Kopp for the part-time 
Chief Building Official position effective March 1, 2018 at Step 8 of the 2018 Chief 
Building Official wage grid; and further authorize the Reeve to sign the Offer of 
Employment.  Carried.   Resolution No. 57/18 
13. Adjournment  
Moved by Councillor Henhoeffer; Seconded by Councillor Scott: 
Be it resolved that Council give first, second and third and final reading to By-law 
No. 10-2018; being a by-law to confirm the actions of Council at the  
February 20, 2018 Council meeting. Carried. Resolution No. 58/18 
Moved by Deputy Reeve Clarkson; Seconded by Councillor Harding: 
Be it resolved that Council adjourn the Council meeting at 8:11 pm. Carried. 
Resolution No. 59/18 
 
 
        
Reeve Art Versteeg  Acting Clerk Jean Hughes 


