Economic Development Committee Meeting Agenda
Tuesday, May 30, 2017 at 5:30 pm
1. Call to Order
2. Acceptance of Agenda (motion to accept)
3. Declaration of Pecuniary Interest
4. Delegation
Jennifer Bowman, Editor of The Rural Route re: advertising in The Rural Route
magazine
5. New Business
- IPM signup sheet
- Main Street and Walkable Communities http://canadawalks.ca/
- Ontario’s Rural Education Strategy Consultation
https://www.ontario.ca/page/consultation-ontarios-rural-education-strategy
- Townfolio information https://townfolio.co/on/howick/demographics
- Link to the ROI’s Fact-Finder’s Guide, a comprehensive guide filled with links to
national statistics for your local area and region
- notes from the Fordwich, Gorrie and Wroxeter Village Management Boards and
Township of Howick Meeting April 18, 2017
- review & discuss of the Howick EDC Terms of Reference
6. Adjournment
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embracing everything rural
for our local area
and beyond.
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18,000 circulation
Distributed free to every house
and business in this area
Well-loved and read – captive
audience
Drop points just outside our
distribution area
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“I got so much business
from my ads in The Rural
Route I can’t keep up.
I’m going to pull out my
ad for now because I
have too much work and
don’t really want to grow
my business right now.”

Success Stories

“I wasn’t in the magazine
for one month and people
wondered if I was still in
business. I’d like to place
an ad again for next
month.”

Thank-you!

editor@theruralroute.ca

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Miriam Bart
Carol Watson
Re: America Walks
Thursday, May 18, 2017 10:43:10 AM

And here appears to be the Canadian equivalent: http://canadawalks.ca/
I am not sure if the degree of success is comparable but under the 'Take Action' tab you will
find Canadian municipalities that have implemented walking strategies.
Food for thought at the very least!
All the best,
Miriam

From: Miriam Bart
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2017 10:15:26 AM
To: Carol Watson
Subject: America Walks

Hi Carol,
I hope you are doing well since we last connected!
I started an internship with the City of Mississauga a couple of weeks ago and am happy to
report things are going well. Planning here is quite different from what is involved in a rural
context but I try to bridge connections where I can.
I recently tuned into a webinar series on Main Street and Walkable communities. One of the
speakers presented a case study entitled "Making the Main street: walkability and rural
economic revitalization." He proceeded to explore a case study of Batesville, Arkanas that can
be found here: http://americawalks.org/batesville-case-study/.
As I was listening I drew several comparisons between the former state of Batesville and
current state of Howick. (To be clear, I mean no offense by that. I learned so much about
Howick over the past several months and see SO much potential for revitalization.) In
sum, Batesville was struggling with vacant storefronts, youth out-migration, sedentary
population and a dwindling mainstreet. Through a local walking program (facilitated
by America Walks) the local planners were able to identify key takeaways and ultimately
transform their mainstreet:
The effects of sprawl and auto-dependent lifestyles

The power of local champions (especially if the local champion is the mayor)
The town of ~10,000 people had a storefront vacancy rate of 41% and through
increasing the walkability of their mainstreet the vacancy rate is now 0%
Walkability as a tool to create community, sense of place, fund-raise
for streetscaping, increase health of residents
Local America Walks donations go directly into the mainstreet; donations of $500 or
more would engrave the donors name on a plate/stone downtown
These are rough notes from yesterday so I could be forgetting some details. The pivotal tool
in this case study was using walking to transform the downtown. Through focusing on a local
walking program they were able to get the community together, fund-raise, identify priorities
for streetscaping and so forth. I don't think "increasing the walkability" was a conclusion in
our report but it may be worth considering since it has been proven in a number of rural
towns across the United States.
Please let me know if you have any questions! Happy to keep in touch. :)
All the best,
Miriam

Miriam Bart
MSc (Planning) Student
University of Guelph

From:
To:

Subject:
Date:

Schnare, Michael (MMA/MHO)
scronin@huroncounty.ca; clerk@acwtownship.ca; cao@municipalityofbluewater.ca; clerk@centralhuron.com;
devans@goderich.ca; clerk@howick.ca; bknight@huroneast.com; nmichie@morristurnberry.ca;
kadams@northhuron.ca; g.scharback@southhuron.ca; kbunting@middlesex.ca;
treasurer@adelaidemetcalfe.on.ca; csaunder@london.ca; rreymer@lucanbiddulph.on.ca;
boyds@middlesexcentre.on.ca; office@newbury.ca; jackiet@northmiddlesex.on.ca; cao@southwestmiddlesex.ca;
atoth@strathroy-caradoc.ca; malexander@thamescentre.on.ca; btabor@county.oxford.on.ca;
rmordue@blandfordblenheim.ca; wjaques@ezt.ca; mgraves@ingersoll.ca; kkruger@norwich.ca; clerk@swox.org;
dewilson@tillsonburg.ca; ahumphries@cityofwoodstock.ca; kmartin@zorra.on.ca
Ontario’s Rural Education Strategy Consultation
Tuesday, May 16, 2017 2:26:21 PM

To Clerks:
The Ministry of Education has initiated a rural education strategy consultation with the public at 10
locations throughout the province. The ministry is looking for input on how they can best support
rural and remote communities and ensure that students have access to a full range of learning
opportunities. The Ministry of Education wants to know how they can serve communities effectively
and make the best use of public resources.
The ministry has recently opened the Ontario’s Rural Education Strategy Consultation Portal:
https://www.ontario.ca/page/consultation-ontarios-rural-education-strategy
The portal identifies:
· a link to a discussion paper,
· how the public may participate in the consultation, and
· the 10 locations, including dates and times for the in-person public sessions.
The Ministry of Education intends to report back on the results of this consultation in the summer
2017.
Mike Schnare
Municipal Advisor
Ministry of Municipal Affairs l Ministry of Housing
Municipal Services Office, Western Ontario
2nd Floor, 659 Exeter Road
London ON N6E 1L3
Tel: 519 873-4038 Fax: 519 873-4018
Toll Free: 1 800 265-4736

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Davie Lee
Carol Watson
Townfolio Information
Monday, May 15, 2017 10:57:13 AM

Hi Carol,
Thank you for taking the time to chat with me this morning. As promised, below is a quick
blurb to help explain what we do:
Townfolio is building a network for investment attraction to help communities attract
businesses. We do this by managing data for municipalities, while also having a
discussion to learn about what opportunities exist in their community so we can help
promote them.
Below are some examples of our work:
Howick: https://townfolio.co/on/howick/demographics (Free Plan)
North Middlesex: https://townfolio.co/on/north-middlesex (Free Plan)
Hanover: http://www.hanover.ca/community-profile (Paid Plan by County)
Owen Sound: https://www.owensound.ca/en/investing/economic-development.aspx
(Paid Plan by County)
South Bruce: http://www.town.southbruce.on.ca/business/demographics-and-statistics
(Paid Plan by County)
Arran Elderslie: http://www.arran-elderslie.com/Statistics.page (Paid Plan by County)
etc
We offer both free and paid, main difference is paid gets more data and website chart
embedding (as per Hanover, Owen Sound examples, etc). Regardless, my focus is to get
Howick on the free plan to help promote the community.
If you feel like this is something of interest to your committee, I would love to present and
educate on how Townfolio can help promote Howick, ON on May 30th.
I look forward to hearing from you.
Thanks,
Davie Lee
Co-Founder, Townfolio
davie@townfolio.ca
306-881-5370

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Lass, Vicki (OMAFRA)
Lass, Vicki (OMAFRA)
Comprehensive Resource for Accessing National Statistics with a Local & Regional Focus
Tuesday, May 16, 2017 9:47:39 AM
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Link to the ROI’s Fact-Finder’s Guide. This is a comprehensive guide filled with links
to national statistics for your local area and region. Check out this valuable resource
and please share with others.
Sincerely,

Vicki

Vicki Lass
Agriculture and Rural Economic Development Advisor Huron & Perth
63 Lorne Ave., East, Unit 2B
Stratford, Ontario
N5A 6S4
Tel: 519-271-6574
Cel: 519-274-2214

Fordwich, Gorrie and Wroxeter
Village Management Boards
and
Township of Howick
Meeting Agenda
Tuesday, April 18, 2017 at 7 pm at Howick Municipal Office
1. Reeve Versteeg Call to Order & Purpose of Meeting
Rural Planning and Development Project Group report that includes:
- a summary of primary data collection (i.e. interviews, observations, reflections)
- a comparison of the Howick Villages with other similar villages
- short-term and long-term recommendations for a Community Improvement Plan
2. Introductions
3. Review of University of Guelph Recommendations for Howick Township
4. Adjournment

Notes from the Fordwich, Gorrie and Wroxeter Village Management Boards and Township of Howick Meeting April 18, 2017
Page 1

1. Call to Order
Reeve Versteeg called the meeting to order and advised that the purpose of the
meeting was to discuss the University of Guelph Rural Planning and Development
Project Group written report which included:
-

a summary of primary data collection (i.e. interviews, observations, reflections)
a comparison of the Howick Villages with other similar villages
short-term and long-term recommendations for a Community Improvement Plan

2. Introductions
The Tri-Village Management Boards, Council and staff had been invited to review the
students’ recommendations for Howick Township.
Council members present were Reeve Art Versteeg, Deputy Reeve Robert Clarkson,
Councillor Doug Harding, Councillor Linda Henhoeffer and Councillor Randy Scott.
Fordwich Village Management Board members present were Doug King, Jack Ruttan
and Pete King.
Gorrie Village Management Board members present were Kathy Stephenson and
Wayne Brown.
Wroxeter Village Management Board members present were Tim Preston and
Paul VanVeen.
University of Guelph students Alexander Petric and Nicholas Sully were also in
attendance.
Staff members present were Recreation Facilities Manager Eric McDougall, Treasurer
Jean Hughes, Public Works Coordinator David Martin and Clerk Carol Watson.
3. Review of University of Guelph Recommendations for Howick Township
Reeve Versteeg commented on the report which included signage and waterfront
improvement recommendations. Councillor Scott responded to the statement that it was
unwise to allow commercial space to be converted into residential space in Wroxeter.
Deputy Reeve Clarkson advised that improvements had been made throughout the
years in Wroxeter when some of the dilapidated buildings had been torn down.
Pete King voiced concerns regarding the sidewalks in Fordwich and that signage was a
good idea to help attract businesses and residents.
Kathy Stephenson asked the students what they felt when they drove through the
villages. Alex and Nick replied that their visit was in the middle of winter during a snow
storm; they found the villages quiet, beautiful but needed more; there is potential and
encouraged communication/unity between the tri-villages.
Kathy liked the idea of the suggested trails and the river running through the villages.
Councillor Harding invited the students to return in the summer as Wroxeter is beautiful
when the dam is in. He also advised that the younger residents of the villages work
during the day and it would have been a good idea to speak to business owners.

Notes from the Fordwich, Gorrie and Wroxeter Village Management Boards and Township of Howick Meeting April 18, 2017
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Reeve Versteeg inquired about installing signs pointing to each village off the main
roads and the importance of consistency of the signs.
Wayne Brown asked how Village Management could be involved with repairs such as a
ripped canopy on a business on Main Street that has not been open for 20 years.
David Martin suggested banners/flags on every other post in the villages would add
some colour and attraction.
Reeve Versteeg asked how to encourage businesses to open. The students suggested
that Council could help by supporting and start up cost should be lower in Howick than
in larger centres.
Councillor Harding advised that Howick Farmers’ Market runs from June to September
and vendors change from year to year. He also advised that suppliers have control over
what is sold in stores.
Pete suggested that the Village Management Boards get together to talk about how to
spruce up the villages.
Wayne suggested that Gorrie could start by adding flower boxes to the bridge.
Councillor Harding suggested that flowers could also be planted around the church bell.
Pete stated that the villages can do some improvement projects allowed for in their
capital budget but do the villages have to pay for the improvements? Reeve Versteeg
replied that this issue needs to be discussed further and advised that Howick Township
can apply for a yearly grant from Huron County Economic Development in the amount
of $10,000 and maybe 2018’s funding can be divided up between the three villages for
sprucing up the villages.
Paul VanVeen suggested that the tri-villages work together on a master improvement
plan.
Councillor Scott recommended a uniform colour for the signs.
Paul advised that Wroxeter is struggling with the conditions of their village sidewalks.
Dave advised of the minimum maintenance standard and sidewalks cannot be
eliminated once they exist. The winter maintenance standards for sidewalks are still
being debated.
Reeve Versteeg asked how to encourage residential growth in the villages. Dave
suggested that the real estate market is a great opportunity to show how affordable
Howick is.
Dave also advised that he has worked with many business improvement areas and flag
movement catches your eye and adds colour.
Kathy stated that taxes are great in Howick and that the boards could start small to
make the villages attractive.
Councillor Harding advised that improvements are being made at the community centre
and the public school has been upgraded; two great assets for Howick Township.
Pete stated that Fordwich is a bedroom community and we need to get the young out
into the community.
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Cathy said the villages all have the Maitland River in common and suggested a Father’s
Day Fishing Derby. She had been amazed at the participation in the Howick 160
parade.
Councillor Harding explained that the Howick 160 Committee had volunteers from all
across the township. He also stated that the villages aren’t fighting like they used to.
Dave shared that the “Former Ghost Town” sign had intrigued his wife when they drove
by.
Councillor Harding and Pete both voiced concerns about losing business.
Councillor Scott spoke about when Howick did the Economic Development Strategic
Plan exercise, they were advised that some young people that have been away will
come back and that Howick needs to bring communities together by talking and support
from Council; the past is in the past.
Cathy inquired about using students who require 40 volunteer hours before graduating
from high school for cleanup of villages. Treasurer Hughes will speak to Howick’s
insurance provider regarding this issue and report back to the group.
Paul asked about the trails connecting the tri-villages. Reeve Versteeg advised that they
do not exist; Deputy Reeve Clarkson advised that the former railroad bed had been sold
back to farmers.
Reeve Versteeg stated that it had been an interesting discussion and thanked Nick and
Alex for attending.
4. Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned on a motion by Councillor Harding; seconded by Councillor
Henhoeffer.

Township of Howick
Economic Development Committee
Terms of Reference
Whereas, Council recognizes and understands that Economic Development initiatives
are most effective when business leaders and staff work in a collaborative way to craft
and execute strategies;
Now therefore, the Council of the Corporation of the Township of Howick hereby
establishes an Economic Development Committee for the purpose of providing
advice for enhancing the economic well being of the community;
The mandate of the Committee shall be to assist Council with their efforts to generate
and sustain employment and business investment in the Township of Howick by:
• Acting as a sounding board in response to initiatives of Economic Development as
well as to business groups and associations in the community;
• Seeking out and identifying opportunities to help Howick achieve its social- economic
development goals;
• Providing timely information regarding events and issues of importance occurring in
and to the local business community;
• Identifying any problems or issues Howick needs to deal with to assist local business;
• Suggesting and recommending to staff ways Howick can support, retain and/or
attract business investment to the community;
• Identifying and reporting on competitiveness issues, policy and programs;
• Assisting with the dissemination of information from Howick to the local business
community.
1. Purpose
The Economic Development Committee, a committee of council, will make
recommendations to Council on matters that will foster and enhance business retention
and expansion in the community. The Committee will liaise with existing businesses and
facilitate the development of new enterprises through the support and provision of
opportunities for new economic growth, to enhance the quality of life and prosperity in
the Township of Howick and to meet the needs of the future. The Committee will also
liaise with local community groups and will provide support to the development and
sustainability of the local community.
2. Membership
The Economic Development Committee shall be comprised of 5 - 8 members who are
appointed by Council. The public will be welcome to attend meetings and share
opinions. All decisions will be the responsibility of the appointed committee. The
Committee shall comprise of:
•
•

all members of Council
residents representing a diversified cross-section of the community

July 2014
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•

a Chair of the Committee will be appointed by majority vote of Committee
members.

To ensure input from all parts of the municipality, Council shall make an effort to appoint
representatives from the municipality who represent a broad cross-section of the
economy and geography.
3. Term
The Committee members shall be appointed for the term of Council. Council will confirm
appointments annually.
4. Meeting times and Locations
Meetings will be held every two months in the Howick Council Chambers.
5. Remuneration
Members will be reimbursed at the current per diem rate.
6. Reports
Minutes of all meetings of the Committee shall be placed on a Council agenda to be
received for information.

July 2014
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