
Township of Howick Public Meeting Minutes August 16, 2022 
 
A public meeting was held to consider a proposed Official Plan and Zoning By-law 
Amendment under Sections 17 and 34 of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, as amended.  
All members of Council were present. 
Reeve Harding called the meeting to order. 
Official Plan & Zoning By-law Affecting the Township of Howick 

The purpose and effect of the General Update Amendment is to update direction in the 
Howick Official Plan and Zoning By-law regarding housing, Minimum Distance 
Separation (MDS) and housekeeping items including: 
- permit Additional Residential Units (ARU) in agricultural settings; 
- permit additional Residential Units (ARU) in village settings where lots are large 
enough to address water quality considerations; 
- increase minimum lot sizes in village settings to ensure that future residential 
development (lot creation and increasing the number of units per property) is completed 
in accordance with provincial nitrate criteria and addresses long term water quality 
considerations; 
- increase the maximum size and height of accessory buildings in village settings; 
- clarify that Minimum Distance Separation will be applied as a single distance to all 
cemeteries and will not apply to On-Farm Diversified Uses or Agricultural Commercial 
Industrial (AG3) uses; 
- remove livestock limitations from small agricultural (AG4) properties; and 
- minor housekeeping items such as updates to definitions and general provisions. 
This amendment affects all lands in the Township of Howick. The proposed General 
Update Amendment proposes text changes to the Official Plan and Zoning By-law.  
Huron County Planning and Development Department Manager of Planning  
Denise Van Amersfoort presented her report recommending that Official Plan 
Amendment No. 17 be adopted and forwarded to the County of Huron for approval; and 
that Zoning By-law Amendment Z03-2022 be approved pursuant to a motion under 
Section 34(17) of the Planning Act being passed. 
Elam Martin expressed appreciation for the work that went into the additional housing 
component. 
Manager Van Amersfoort provided clarification on the 60 m from the cluster of buildings. 
No one spoke in support or in opposition to the application.  
Treasurer Weishar advised that some funding was based on per household and 
questioned how Municipal Property Assessment Corporation would pick up new 
assessment. 
Manager Van Amersfoort provided information on Howick’s population age groups.  
Councillor Hargrave questioned the smaller lot size severance. 
Manager Van Amersfoort provided clarification on larger lot size. 
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Norm Wilson commented on households become static and encouraged Council to be 
proactive not reactive. 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:53 pm 
 
 
              
Reeve Doug Harding    Clerk Carol Watson 


