
Township of Howick Public Meeting Minutes September 4, 2018 
 

A public meeting was held to consider a proposed Official Plan Amendment under 
Section 17 and Section 26 of the Planning Act and a proposed Zoning By-law 
Amendment under Section 34 of the Planning Act R.S.O 1990, as amended.  
All members of Council were present.  
Reeve Versteeg called the meeting to order. 
Township of Howick Official Plan Five Year Review 
The Township of Howick is undertaking an update of the Official Plan, a land use 
planning document that is a statement of where and how development should take 
place. The Plan includes the vision, goals and policy directions for development and 
building in the Township. The proposed amendment affects all lands within the 
Township. 
Clerk Watson confirmed that notice was given in accordance with the requirements of 
the Planning Act. Notice was mailed to the required agencies and property owners on 
August 15, 2018. 
Planner Jennifer Burns with the County of Huron Planning and Development 
Department presented her report recommending that Council receive input from 
members of the public and agencies on the Official Plan Five Year Review through the 
Public Meeting process and not pass the amendment at this time as there were a few 
outstanding property-specific concerns that could benefit from further discussion. 
Planner Burns introduced Senior Planner Denise Van Amersfoort, also in attendance, 
who presented the number of total acres changed and answered a question from 
Councillor Scott regarding the reason for an extra layer (natural heritage).  
Correspondence was received from Mary Sanderson and Michael Park, Shirley Miller, 
Elam B Martin on behalf of the Orthodox Mennonite Committee for Small Farms and 
their Planner Mark Dorfman and Angela Miller. 
Councillor Harding spoke in opposition to the designation at 46250 Gough Road. 
Michael Park spoke to the designation proposed at 46250 Gough Road and shared 
some points as to why the land use classifications of their farm should remain 
unchanged and asked Council to reevaluate. Mary advised of a municipal drain and that 
the government had encouraged land owners to plant trees as a crop and that just 
because the land was not being farmed doesn’t mean it can’t be. 
Councillor Harding asked what would happen if the pasture land was cut or worked on 
the above mentioned property. 
Elam Martin spoke on behalf of the Orthodox Mennonite Committee for Small Farms in 
support of smaller farm parcels and building clusters. He also spoke on the upcoming 
election and was sorry that Reeve Versteeg was leaving the Council table and looked 
forward to working with the new Council. 
Don Thornton spoke about road allowances in settlement areas and asked if there were 
any changes to the laws in relation to road development.  
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Councillor Harding advised that villages are running out of lots and the new Council 
would have to look at building roads. 
Shirley Miller asked why constraints aren’t left for the land owner to decide and asked 
why she had not received a reply to her letter and why Council would change 
agricultural to natural environment.  
Councillor Harding advised that Howick is not receiving enough benefit for green space. 
Plan 243 Lot 1 North of Adelaide Street, Plan 243 Lot 1 South of Albert Street and 
Part of Albert Street, Fordwich - Myer 
The purpose of the proposed zoning by-law amendments and temporary use by-law are 
to change the zoning on Plan 243 Lot 1 North of Adelaide St, Plan 243 Lot 1 South of 
Albert St and Part of Albert St - all together referred to as the ‘subject property’. There 
are three proposed zoning related changes impacting the subject property. They are all 
being considered concurrently, however are outlined within three separate 
by-laws. All three amendments will facilitate residential development on the subject 
property. The amendments are required for the applicant to construct a single family 
residence and an oversized storage building in the front yard. The proposed changes 
are as follows: 
1. To change the zoning on Plan 243 Lot 1 S of Albert St, Part of Albert St from VR1-h 
(Village Residential Low Density-holding) to VR1-22 (Village Residential-Special Zone) 
to allow for the construction of a single detached house. The VR1-22 zone will include 
special provisions to recognize the increased height, footprint and front yard location of 
the proposed storage building.  
2. To change the zoning on Plan 243 Lot 1 N of Adelaide from OS1 (Open Space- 
Hazard Land) to VR1-22 (Village Residential-Special Zone) to allow for residential 
development. 
3. To implement a Temporary Use By-law to allow for the construction of the proposed 
shop prior to the construction of the proposed dwelling. The Temporary Use By-law is 
valid for 18 months from the date of notice of decision. 
The subject lands impacted by the temporary use by-law and zoning by-law 
amendments are approximately 1.16 acres (0.5 hectares) and are located on Adelaide 
St within the Village of Fordwich.  
Clerk Watson confirmed that notice was given in accordance with the requirements of 
the Planning Act. Notice was mailed to the required agencies and property owners on 
August 15, 2018. 
Planner Jennifer Burns presented her report recommending that Council approve the 
Zoning  
By-law Amendment, Temporary Use By-law and the Deeming By-law. 
Comments were also received from Maitland Conservation and Rachel White, Biologist 
with Huron County Planning Department. 
Laurie and David Myer, owner of the subject property and applicant of the proposed 
amendments were in attendance.  
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Deputy Mayor Clarkson asked if the subject property had been surveyed. David Myer 
advised that a survey had been done. 
Councillor Henhoeffer referred to an email dated May 2, 2018 stating that Laurie and 
David Myer were not interested in purchasing the road allowance at this time as they felt 
the asking price was too high and that they had come to a neighbourly agreement to 
share the road allowance 50/50.  
Public Works Coordinator Nolan advised that it was standard practice that unopened 
road allowance be shared by neighbours. 
Councillor Scott asked for clarification regarding the building of the road if/when needed. 
No one spoke in support or in opposition to the proposed application. 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:12 pm. 
 
 
              
Reeve Art Versteeg     Clerk Carol Watson 
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