
Township of Howick 
Committee of Adjustment Agenda 

Tuesday November 21, 2017 at 6:30 pm 
Howick Council Chambers 

 
1. Call to Order 
2. Declaration of Pecuniary Interest 
3. Reports 

3.1 Minor Variance 3-17 application, Versteeg 
3.2 Report – Craig Metzger, Planner 
3.3 Staff Reports  
3.4 Comments received  

4. Decision 
5. Adjournment 
  



Roll No. 40 46 000 200 02502  

File No. MV-3-17 
Township of Howick 

Committee of Adjustment 
Public Hearing Notice 

Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, s. 45 (5) 
 

Take notice that the Township of Howick Committee of Adjustment will hold a public 
hearing on November 21 at 6:30 pm at the Howick Council Chambers, 44816 Harriston 
Rd, Gorrie, to consider a proposed minor variance under Section 45 of the Planning Act, 
R.S.O. 1990, as described below and shown on the attached map. 
Applicant: Josh and Sarah Versteeg 
 

Location of Property: Con 2, Pt Lot 22, RP22R6503 Pt 1, Township of Howick 
 

Purpose of Application: To seek a variance from Section 7.4.2 of the Howick Zoning 
By-law to reduce the minimum required dwelling unit floor area from 84 m2 to 52 m2. 
Effect of Application: The reduction would allow the applicants to build a home that 
matches their values including efficiency, cost effectiveness, minimal upkeep and space 
that suits two people. 
Public Hearing: You are entitled to attend this public hearing in person to express 
your views about this application or you may be represented by counsel for that 
purpose. If you are aware of any person interested in or affected by this application 
who has not received a copy of this notice, you are requested to inform that person of 
this hearing. If you wish to make written comments on this application, they may be 
forwarded to the Secretary-Treasurer of the Committee at the following address: 
Township of Howick, 44816 Harriston Rd, RR 1, Gorrie, On N0G 1X0 
Failure to Attend: If you do not attend at the hearing, it may proceed in your 
absence and except as otherwise provided in the Planning Act, you will not be entitled 
to any further notice in the proceedings. 
Notice of Decision: If you wish to be notified of the decision of the Committee of 
Adjustment in respect of this application, you must submit a written request to the 
Committee of Adjustment. This will also entitle you to be advised of a possible Ontario 
Municipal Board hearing in the event the decision on this application is appealed. 
Additional information relating to the proposed minor variance is available for 
inspection at the Howick municipal office, Monday to Friday from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm. 

Dated this 8 day of November, 2017 

Carol Watson 
Secretary-Treasurer 
Township of Howick Committee of Adjustment 
Personal information contained on this form collected pursuant to the Planning Act will be used for the purpose of this 
Act.   
  



 



PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 
57 Napier Street, Goderich, Ontario N7A 1W2 CANADA 

Phone: 519.524.8394 Ext. 3 Fax: 519.524.5677 Toll Free: 1.888.524.8394 Ext. 3 

www.huroncounty.ca 

 

 

 

 
 

 

“Planning with the community for a healthy, viable and sustainable future.” 

 

  

 
To: Township of Howick 
From: Jennifer Burns, Planner and Craig Metzger, Senior Planner 
Date: November 16, 2017 
 
Re: Application MV3/17 

Part Lot 22 Concession 2, (45391 Creamery Road), Township of Howick 
Applicant/Owner: Josh and Sarah Versteeg 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
It is recommended that application MV3/17 be approved subject to the following conditions: 

1. The structure be located within the footprint contained on the sketch that accompanied the 
application; 

2. The structure be as shown in the elevation drawings that accompanied the application; and 
3. The variance approval is valid for a period of 18 months from the date of the Committee’s 

decision. 
 
PURPOSE AND DESCRIPTION 
This application proposes to reduce the minimum required dwelling unit floor area for a single detached 
residence to permit the construction of a “tiny house.” The specific variance requested is: 

1. To vary Section 7.4.2 to reduce the minimum required dwelling unit floor area from 84m2 to 52m2. 
 
COMMENTS RECEIVED 
There were no comments or concerns received from the public or municipal staff regarding this 
application. 
 
REVIEW 
The subject property is designated Agriculture on Schedule B of the Howick Official Plan and zoned 
Agricultural Small Holding- Special Provisions (AG4-19) in the Howick Zoning By-law (Zoning Map South 
East Howick). 
 
The subject property currently contains a 9m2 (97ft2) garden shed and a 26m2 (280ft2) aluminum clad 
shed. This application is proposing to construct a 52m2 (600ft2) dwelling. See Figures 1-3 on the following 
pages for an air photo and site sketch of the subject property as well as elevation drawings of the 
proposed residence. 
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Figure 1. Subject Parcel – Air Photo (subject property outlined in blue) 

 
 
Figure 2. Site Sketch 
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Figure 3. Elevation Drawings 

 
 

 
 
This application for variance proposes to reduce the minimum required dwelling unit floor area from 84m2 
to 52m2 (a 38% decrease). The variance is requested to allow the construction of a small home that 
matches the owners’ values including: a home that is cost effective, has minimal upkeep and provides a 
space that suits two individuals. 
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Minor variances are required to satisfy four tests under the Planning Act before they can be approved. 
To be approved the requested variance must be: 

1) minor, 
2) desirable for the appropriate development or use of the land, building or structure, 
3) maintain the general intent and purpose of the zoning by-law, and 
4) maintain the general intent of the official plan. 

 
The applicants are proposing to construct a smaller than permitted home on an AG4-19 (Agricultural 
Small Holding) parcel. The house is proposed to be built on an existing residential lot. There is currently 
a garden shed and aluminum clad shed on the property. The proposed application does not change any 
of the required setbacks and meets all other requirements of the Howick Zoning By-law. Many other 
municipalities in Huron County have eliminated the minimum dwelling floor area provisions in their Zoning 
By-laws. There is potential that this requirement will also be removed from the Howick Zoning By-law in 
a future housekeeping amendment. 
 
This application maintains the character of the area, as there are other small parcels to the north and 
east of the subject property. The house will be permanent (with a foundation) and will be the only dwelling 
on the property. There is an increasing trend for smaller and more energy efficient homes. In addition, 
there is currently increased interest in much smaller homes (a “tiny home”) by those segments of the 
population looking for accommodation that is cost effective, has minimal upkeep and provides a space 
limited to the needs of the individuals to be living in it (all stated values of the applicants/owners). As 
such, the requested reduction is minor and appropriate for the use of the property. 
 
The applicants have spoken to their neighbours and at the time of writing this report, no comments or 
concerns were received from the public or municipal staff. There are no anticipated adverse impacts to 
the neighbours and this application is desirable for the appropriate use of the subject property. 
 
The use of the property will continue to be residential as intended and therefore this application meets 
the intent of both the Howick Zoning By-law and Official Plan. 
 
It is recommended that the requested variance be approved with conditions. 
 
Please note this report is prepared without the benefit of input from the public as may be obtained through 
the hearing. The Committee should carefully consider any comments and/or concerns expressed at the 
hearing prior to making their decision on this application. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
       ____________________ 
Craig Metzger      Jennifer Burns 
Senior Planner     Planner 
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