
 
 
Special meeting of Howick Council to discuss a review of the Howick Official Plan 
 
Take notice that the Council of the Township of Howick will hold a Special Meeting under s. 26 
of the Planning Act to discuss revisions that may be required to the Howick Official Plan.  
 
Special meeting will be held: 
 

Tuesday June 21, 2016 at 6:30 pm 
Council Chambers, 44816 Harriston Road, RR 1 Gorrie ON 

 
Be advised that the Howick Official Plan came into effect in 2001. The review will consider 
provincial plans, provincial interests and provincial policy statements as well as comments from 
Council, the public and agencies.  
 
Any person may attend the Special Meeting of Council and/or make written or verbal 
representation about what revisions may be required.  

 
Dated at the Township of Howick this 10th  day of May, 2016. 
 

Clerk, Township of Howick 
44816 Harriston Road, RR 1 Gorrie ON 
Phone:  519.335.3208  clerk@howick.ca   
 

mailto:clerk@howick.ca


PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 
57 Napier Street, Goderich, Ontario N7A 1W2 CANADA 

Phone: 519.524.8394 Ext. 3 Fax: 519.524.5677 Toll Free: 1.888.524.8394 Ext. 3 

www.huroncounty.ca 

 

 

 

 
To: Township of Howick 
From: Craig Metzger, Senior Planner 
Date: June 15, 2016 
 
Re: Howick Official Plan 5 Year Review 

Special Council Meeting under Section 26(3b) of the Planning Act 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
It is recommended that Council direct staff to: 

1) evaluate any requests received for designation changes and policy changes received through 
the consultation process; and 

2) draft plan policies and designation changes to meet the requirements of Section 26 of the 
Planning Act, as outlined in this report. 

 

COMMENTS 
Background 
The Township of Howick has a long history of setting official plans starting with the adoption of a 
secondary Land Use Plan in 1976. Over time this original Secondary Plan has evolved and eventually 
formed the basis for the Official Plan for the Township. The current Official Plan builds on the extensive 
consultation that has occurred over many years and that continues to form the Plan’s basis. Council 
has been diligent in keeping the OP relatively up-to-date with the last full scale review of the OP 
occurring in 2010 along with several smaller amendments since then.  
 
Requirement for a Review 
Section 26 of the Planning Act requires the council of a municipality to revise their official plan not less 
than every five years. Since the last 5 Year Review of the Howick OP occurred in 2010 another review 
is required. The Act requires the review to ensure that the OP: 

(i) conforms with provincial plans or does not conflict with them, as the case may be, 
(ii) has regard to the matters of provincial interest listed in section 2 of the Act, and 
(iii) is consistent with policy statements issued under subsection 3 (1) of the Act. 

Examples of provincial plans include the Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe, the Niagara 
Escarpment Plan, the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan, and the Greenbelt Plan (none of which 
apply to Howick). The matters of provincial interest listed in Section 2 of the Planning Act include: 

(a) the protection of ecological systems, including natural areas, features and functions; 
(b) the protection of the agricultural resources of the Province; 
(c) the conservation and management of natural resources and the mineral resource base; 
(d) the conservation of features of significant architectural, cultural, historical, archaeological or 

scientific interest; 
(e) the supply, efficient use and conservation of energy and water; 
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(f) the adequate provision and efficient use of communication, transportation, sewage and 
water services and waste management systems; 

(g) the minimization of waste; 
(h) the orderly development of safe and healthy communities; 
(h.1) the accessibility for persons with disabilities to all facilities, services and matters to which this 

Act applies; 
(i) the adequate provision and distribution of educational, health, social, cultural and 

recreational facilities; 
(j) the adequate provision of a full range of housing, including affordable housing; 
(k) the adequate provision of employment opportunities; 
(l) the protection of the financial and economic well-being of the Province and its municipalities; 
(m) the co-ordination of planning activities of public bodies; 
(n) the resolution of planning conflicts involving public and private interests; 
(o) the protection of public health and safety; 
(p) the appropriate location of growth and development; and 
(q) the promotion of development that is designed to be sustainable, to support public transit 

and to be oriented to pedestrians. 
(r) the promotion of built form that is well-designed, encourages a sense of place, and provides 

for public spaces that are of high quality, safe, accessible, attractive and vibrant. 
The policy statement issued under subsection 3(1) of the Act refers to the Provincial Policy Statement, 
2014 (PPS). The release of a revised PPS in 2014 will require revisions to the Howick OP to ensure the 
OP remains consistent with the PPS, including the areas of natural heritage protection (including 
updated mapping), servicing, and non-farm diversified uses, for example. 
 
In addition, a local official plan is required to conform with the upper tier official plan (i.e. the Howick 
OP must conform with the Huron County OP) under section 27(1) of the Planning Act. The Huron County 
OP has been revised since the last 5 Year Review of the Howick OP and a review, and any resulting 
revisions, is necessary to ensure the Howick OP remains in conformity with the County OP. Examples 
of areas to be addressed include surplus farm residence policies, growth allocation, economic 
development (land availability and servicing), and environmental impact study requirements. 
 
Special Council Meeting 
Prior to revising the Official Plan, Section 26(3b) of the Planning Act requires Township Council to hold 
a Special Meeting, open to the public, to discuss revisions that may be required to the Howick Official 
Plan. The Act further requires Council to have regard to any written submissions about what revisions 
may be required and give any person who attends the special meeting an opportunity to be heard. 
 
Required Revisions to the Howick Official Plan 
The following table outlines the major areas of policy review/development to ensure the Howick 
Official Plan is consistent with the 2014 Provincial Policy Statement, the Huron County Official Plan, 
and Planning Act requirements as well as other topics raised for consideration. 
 

Agriculture 
- update terminology (agricultural-related uses and on-farm diversified uses, including agri-

tourism) 
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- closed cemeteries as MDS Type A land use 
- second permanent dwelling on a farm 
- Agriculture designation: criteria for removal for settlement areas and permitting extraction and 

limited non-residential uses in the Agriculture designation 
- Severances:  MDS & surplus residences, 50/100 acre splits, mortgage consents 

Natural Environment 
- update mapping to reflect latest information (natural heritage and hazardous lands) and natural 

environment schedules 
- reference Huron County Natural Heritage Plan 
- update policies, such as habitat for threatened or endangered species 

Economic Development 
- update to be consistent with the Huron County Economic Development Plan and Howick 

economic development initiatives 

Extractive Resources 
- aggregate recycling 

Municipal Services 
- focus on policies (remove background material) 

Settlement Areas 
- growth allocation 
- intensification and affordable housing targets 
- identification of settlement areas as tertiary (as per County OP) 
- natural hazards mapping update 

Community-wide 
- a new section bringing together existing policies throughout the OP that apply across the 

Township 
- source water protection policies 
- site plan control relating to on-site exterior architectural design and adjoining street sustainable 

design elements 
- accessibility and universal design 

Implementation 
- site plan control: on-site exterior architectural design and sustainable design elements, well head 

protection areas, natural heritage 
- public consultation: duty to consult with aboriginal groups 

 
The Saugeen Valley Conservation Authority has provided comments that all of the hazardous lands 
within their jurisdiction have been plotted digitally and are available for updating the Official Plan’s 
Natural Environment and Open Space designations. 
 
At the time of preparing this report, no other comments have been received from the public or agencies 
regarding the need for a review of the Howick Official Plan. However, there likely will be additional 
comments received as the review progresses and these comments will be considered in drafting the 
proposed amendments to the Official Plan. In addition, there may be other proposed enhancements 
to the Official Plan that are brought forth during the development of the proposed official plan 
amendment. 
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Timeline 
The Planning Act outlines a number of required, minimum steps in conducting a review of an official 
plan including: 

a) a special meeting of Council at the beginning of the process to discuss revisions to the OP that 
might be required and soliciting suggestions from the public and agencies on their revisions; 

b) an open house on the draft OP amendment (OPA); and 
c) a public meeting on the draft OPA. 

 
The following timeline for conducting the Official Plan review is based on the minimum number of 
meetings/open house events required by the Planning Act. The timeline proposes the review be 
completed and the amendment to revise the Official Plan be adopted by Council by the end of 2016 
with the amendment being approved by the County and in full force and effect in early 2017, provided 
no appeals are received. Council may wish to have more public meetings depending on how the process 
unfolds. The schedule itself is fairly fluid and dependent upon a range of factors, most notably 
comments received from the public and the extent of the revisions needed to the Plan. An earlier rather 
than a later completion date is preferred and will be strived for; however, Council will be kept informed 
of the progress and the need for any revisions to the timeline. 

 
Timeline for Howick Township Official Plan 5 Year Review 

 

Date Event/Action 

June 21, 2016 
Special meeting of Council, open to the public, to discuss the revisions to the OP 
that might be required. 

May-Aug., 2016 Prepare/review/revise draft OP amendment with staff. 

Aug. 23, 2016 
Council meeting to review proposed amendment and confirm Sept. 22nd open 
house date. 

Aug. 31, 2016 
Advertisements in local newspapers of Sept. 22, 2016 open house. 
Circulation to required agencies. 
(Notice of open house and public meeting circulated at least 20 days prior.) 

Sept., 2016 Review by prescribed agencies. 

Sept. 22, 2016 Open house to discuss contents of proposed OPA with public. 

Oct. 4, 2016 Report to Council on open house. 

Oct., 2016 Revision following public and agency consultation. 

Nov. 1, 2016 
Report to Council on revised proposed amendment and confirm December 6th 
public meeting date. 

Nov. 9, 2016 
Advertisements in local newspapers of Dec. 6, 2016 public meeting. 
Circulation to required agencies. (Notice of public meeting circulated at least 20 days prior.) 

Dec. 6, 2016 
Public meeting to present proposed OPA and receive public presentations to 
Council. (Public Meeting must be at least 7 days after the open house.) 

Dec. 6, 2016 Council adoption of by-law to amend OP. 

Dec. 7-9, 2016 
Clerk circulates notice of adoption to the County of Huron, required agencies, and 
anyone who requested notice of adoption. 
(Notice of adoption must be circulated within 15 days of passing the by-law.) 
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Jan. 11, 2017 
County Committee of Whole Day 1 reviews OPA and makes recommendation to 
County Council. 

Feb. 1, 2017 

County Council makes decision on OPA, either: 
- approve 
- deny 
- approve with modifications 
- defer 

March, 2017 
Appeal period on decision of County Council ends and the OPA comes into force if 
approved and no appeals. 
(Appeal period is 20 days from when notice of decision is given.) 

 
Next Steps 
Following the special meeting of Council under Section 26 of the Planning Act (to be held June 21st), it 
is recommended that staff evaluate any requests received for designation changes and policy changes 
received through the consultation process and begin drafting policy and preparing mapping for an 
update to the Howick Official Plan. 
 
I will be present at the June 21st meeting to speak to this report and provide further elaboration as 
required. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
__________________________ 
Craig Metzger 
Senior Planner 



 

1078 Bruce Road 12, P.O. Box 150, Formosa ON Canada N0G 1W0 
Tel 519-367-3040, Fax 519-367-3041, publicinfo@svca.on.ca, www.svca.on.ca 

 

 

 

 
Watershed Member Municipalities 

Municipality of Arran-Elderslie, Municipality of Brockton, Township of Chatsworth, Municipality of Grey Highlands, 
Town of Hanover, Township of Howick, Municipality of Morris-Turnberry, Municipality of South Bruce, 
Township of Huron-Kinloss, Municipality of Kincardine, Town of Minto, Township of Wellington North, 

Town of Saugeen Shores, Township of Southgate, Municipality of West Grey 

 

SENT ELECTRONICALLY ONLY (clerk@howick.ca) 
 
June 6, 2016 
 
Corporation of the Township of Howick 
44816 Harriston Road 
RR # 1  
Gorrie, ON 
N0G 1X0 
 
 
ATTENTION: Carol Watson, Clerk  
 
Dear Ms. Watson, 
 
RE: Update to the Howick Official Plan     
 
Thank you for informing the Saugeen Valley Conservation Authority (SVCA) that the Corporation of the 
Township of Howick intends to undertake a review of the Howick Official Plan.  SVCA staff will review the 
update in accordance with the SVCA’s mandate and policies specifically for the portion of the Township of 
Howick within our watershed.  We note that comments should also be sought from other Conservation 
Authorities that have jurisdictional areas in the Township of Howick.     
 
All of the hazardous lands originally plotted by SVCA staff for the Township of Howick have been digitized.  If 
the Township is not already in receipt of this information, shapefiles can be forwarded and used to update the 
Natural Environment and Open Space designations.       
 
Should the Township of Howick also wish to include the SVCA’s areas of interest associated with our 
Regulation in the Official Plan, digital information can be provided upon request.            
 
SVCA staff welcome the opportunity to review and provide comments on a draft of the update to the Official 
Plan once it becomes available.  We look forward to working with the Township of Howick throughout the 
update process.       
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Candace Hamm 
 
Candace Hamm 
Environmental Planning Coordinator 
Saugeen Conservation 



 

 

 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Carol Watson, Clerk, Township of Howick  
CC:  Craig Metzger, Planner, Huron County via email 
  Candace Hamm, Environmental Planning Coordinator,  

Saugeen Conservation via email 
Rachel White, Stewardship Coordinator, County of Huron via email 
Jenna Allain, Program Supervisor, Drinking Water Source Protection via email 

FROM: Brandi Walter, Environmental Planner/Regulations Officer, MVCA 
DATE: June 14, 2014 
SUBJECT: Township of Howick Official Plan Update, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
The Maitland Valley Conservation Authority (MVCA) understands the Township of Howick is 
undertaking a comprehensive review of their Official Plan, November 2015.  In accordance with 
our delegated role for representing the Provincial interest for natural hazards encompassed by 
Section 3.1 of the Provincial Policy Statement, 2014; and in accordance with our Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) with the County of Huron, we have reviewed the current Official Plan.  
Based on our review, we offer the following preliminary comments for revisions to the Plan that, 
in our opinion, address the Natural Hazard Policies of the PPS and fulfil our role as advisors 
under our MoU with the County of Huron. 
 
MVCA is currently undertaking a review of our Policies and Procedures for Compliance with 
Ontario Regulation 164/06 based on a recent decision by the Superior Court of Justice which 
ruled in favour of an appeal set before it that allowed the construction of a home within a One-
Zone Floodplain. The basis for this decision was a permissive reading of the Ontario Regulation 
made under the Conservation Authorities Act, in which Authorities must grant permission unless 
development is shown to impact the control of flooding, erosion, pollution, conservation of land 
or dynamic beaches regardless of safety considerations/private property loss and a general long-
standing policy of directing development out of hazard areas. Please find attached a summary of 
the Superior Court of Justice Decision for your information. 
 
Based on the above decision, our primary objective in amending MVCA’s Policies and 
Procedures for Compliance with Ontario Regulation 164/06 is to ensure MVCA is not 
duplicating Provincial Planning Policy with respect to public safety and natural hazards.  We will 
continue in our delegated role for representing the Provincial Interest under the Planning Act 
with regard for public safety and natural hazards by ensuring County and Municipal planning 
documents and Planning Act applications are in conformance with Section 3.1, Natural Hazards  
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of the PPS, 2014; and by continuing to provide the technical support and expertise with natural 
hazard assessment and management.  
 
The following recommendations for the Township of Howick’s Official Plan update are made in 
consideration of the above direction. 
 

1. Schedule B should be amended to include MVCA updated floodplain maps as they are 
designated as Natural Environment lands.  MVCA will provide this mapping upon 
request. 

 
2. Schedules D and F have the flood fringe and floodway symbology flipped on the map.  

This error should be corrected.  
 

3. Section 3 D 11) and 4 C 10 (1): We ask you to consider including the following text as 
information: 

 
 “The applicable Conservation Authority shall be contacted for minor clearing of Natural 
Environment areas, specifically in wetlands and on river valley slopes.  The proposed 
activity may constitute an interference with a wetland or may have an impact on slope 
stability, which would require permission from the Conservation Authority under the 
Development, Interference to Wetlands and Alteration to Shorelines and Watercourses 
Regulation.” 
 

4. Section 3 G  - Consent Policy – Agricultural Use:  A policy should be added to this 
section which prohibits severing a surplus farm dwelling in hazard lands where there is 
no room for redevelopment outside of the hazard and where safe access for vehicular and 
pedestrian access cannot be achieved during times of flooding hazards, erosion hazards 
and/or other water-related hazards. 

 
5. Section 4 C 18):  Replace text with “Restrict or prohibit development and site alteration 

on lands affected by hazardous lands or hazardous sites.” 
 
 Provide definition for hazardous lands and hazardous sites as per PPS, 2014. 
 

6. Section 4 E 1): Text should be added to exclude development in hazardous lands and 
hazardous sites (in addition to wetlands). 
  

7. Section 4 E 2 vii):  Amend this section to state:  “Where appropriate, zoning shall provide 
an explanatory information statement that development may require permission from the 
applicable Conservation Authority under the Development, Interference with Wetlands 
and Alterations to Shorelines and Watercourses Regulation.” 

 
   It is our opinion that CA approval is required under a separate piece of legislation being 

the Conservation Authorities Act, and should not be construed as Planning Act policy. 
 

8. Section 4 E 3 (1):  Policy should be amended to reflect wording of PPS.  For example: 
 
  “The affected area is not located within hazardous lands or hazardous sites….”   
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9. Section 4 H):  Add policy to recognize hazard lands:  For example: 

 
  “Consents for conveyance will be prohibited where development is proposed within 

hazardous lands and hazardous sites; and where there is no room for development or 
redevelopment outside of the hazard; and where safe vehicular and pedestrian movement 
cannot be achieved during flooding hazards, erosion hazards and/or other water-related 
hazards.”  

 
10. Section 5 G)  - Settlement Areas Consent Policy; Same as above. 

 
11. Section 7 D 1)  & 2):  A new policy should be added to this section which states: 

 
“Development is subject to Section 8, Natural Hazards” 

 
12. Section 7 G):  See comments for Section 4 H) above. 

 
13. Section 8 A):  Recommend the following amendments to text as per PPS context. 

 
  “The need to manage flood plan lands hazardous lands and hazardous sites is a policy of 

the Province of Ontario…….As a result, provincial policy directs municipalities to 
develop flood plain natural hazard management policies to deal with development and 
land use in flood susceptible areas hazardous lands and hazardous sites.” 

 
  “Flood prone lands, and other hazardous lands and hazardous sites, in the rural area of the 

Township are included in the Natural Environment designation and the Natural 
Environment policies will be applicable to those areas.” 

 
14. Section 8 A):  Recommend the following be added as information and that a new 

“Hazard Lands and Conservation Authority Regulated Lands” appendix map be added to 
the OP.  MVCA will provide the mapping upon request.  It is our understanding that 
Saugeen Conservation also has this information available.: 

 
“Conservation Authorities have been delegated by the Province for representing the 
‘Provincial Interest’ in Plan Review regarding natural hazards encompassed by Section 
3.1 of the Provincial Policy Statement, as amended.  As such, the Township will consult 
with the applicable Conservation Authority regarding hazard management, delineation 
and assessment; and to ensure planning documents and Planning Act decisions are: (1) in 
conformance with the P.P.S;  (2) to assess if development is undertaken in accordance  
with provincial standards for floodproofing, protection works and access; and (3) to 
assess if proposed development will have an impact on the existing hazard and that new 
hazards are not created.” 

 
  “Areas of hazardous lands and hazardous sites; and other areas such as watercourses, 

river valleys, and land adjacent to the above features are regulated by Conservation 
Authorities under the Development, Interference with Wetlands and Alterations to 
Shorelines and Watercourses Regulation made pursuant to the Conservation Authorities 
Act, as amended.  The purpose of the regulation is to ensure development and site  
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  alteration will not impact the control of flooding, erosion, pollution, dynamic beaches or 

the conservation of land; and to ensure the ecological and hydrological function of 
watercourses and wetlands are not interfered with.” 

 
  “Appendix XXX identifies the above-noted natural hazard areas and Conservation 

Authority Regulated lands.  The identified hazard areas and CA regulated lands are 
approximate.  The applicable CA must be contacted for development proposed within and 
adjacent to these areas to confirm the hazard area and regulated lands limit.” 

 
15. Section 8 B 1):  Recommend the following amendment: 

 
“Natural Hazards Hazardous lands and hazardous sites include natural hazards such as 
flooding, erosion, unstable slopes, dynamic beaches; and potential hazards such as 
unstable soils and hazardous sites.”  

 
16. Section 8 B 6):  Recommend this definition be removed unless the Township has a policy 

related to the placement of fill.  If the Township wishes to keep this definition we 
recommend the following: 

 
“Fill includes earth, sand, gravel, rubble, rubbish, garbage or any other material similar to 
or different from the previously mentioned material, whether originating on the site or 
transported from elsewhere.  This definition is consistent with the MVCA regulations 
under the Conservation Authorities Act.”  

 
17. Section 8 C):  We recommend adding the following goal in order to recognize the 

Conservation Authorities provincially delegated role for commenting on natural hazards 
with respect to the Planning Act; and to further recognize our technical expertise in 
hazard assessment, floodproofing standards, protection works standards and access 
standards (required as per PPS).  All of which must be addressed when reviewing 
development affected by natural hazards. 
 
“The applicable Conservation Authority will be consulted on natural hazard management, 
assessment and delineation; and with regards for floodproofing standards, protection 
work standards, and access standards when reviewing planning documents and site 
specific development proposals under the Planning Act.” 

 
18. Section 8 D):  MVCA recommends the following policy be added to this section to 

recognize all hazards within the municipality: 
 

“Development and site alteration shall be directed outside of hazardous lands and 
hazardous sites.”   
 
“Where development or site alteration must be located within natural hazard areas or 
where there is a two zone floodplain management policy, development or site alteration  
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may be permitted where the effects and risk to public safety are minor, could be mitigated 
in accordance with provincial standards and where all of the following are demonstrated 
and achieved. 

 
 a) development and site alteration is carried out in accordance with floodproofing standards, 
protection works standards, and access standards;  
b) vehicles and people have a way of safely entering and exiting the area during times of 
flooding, erosion and other emergencies;  
c) new hazards are not created and existing hazards are not aggravated; and  
d) no adverse environmental impacts will result.” 

 
 “Development shall not be permitted to locate in hazardous lands and hazardous sites where the 
use is:  
 
a) an institutional use including hospitals, long-term care homes, retirement homes, pre-schools, 
school nurseries, day cares and schools;  
b) an essential emergency service such as that provided by fire, police and ambulance stations 
and electrical substations; or  
c) uses associated with the disposal, manufacture, treatment or storage of hazardous 
substances.” 

 
19. Section 8 D 2) The following policies should be amended to recognize floodproofing, etc 

as a municipal responsibility as per the PPS and should be its own policy. 
 
  “The role of the municipality in development in the flood fringe area, or other natural 

hazard areas is to identify land use designations and zones; and to protect development 
from the hazard by incorporating policies within municipal planning documents in 
consultation with the Conservation Authority as per their delegated role for representing 
the provincial interest for natural hazards in plan review . For example, the Conservation 
Authority is responsible for identifying the floodplain location and floodproofing 
elevations; and in assessing the impact of development on the flooding hazard.  As well 
as providing technical recommendations to the municipality for floodproofing standards, 
protections work standards and access standards when reviewing updates to planning 
documents and applications made under the Planning Act.” 

 
  “The role of the Conservation Authority under the Development, Interference with 

Wetlands and Alteration to Shorelines and Watercourses Regulation is to review 
proposed development and site alteration to ensure proposed work will not impact the 
control of flooding, erosion, pollution or the conservation of land.  is to ensure that fill is 
appropropriately provided and that development is adequately floodproofed .  The 
Conservation Authority may require a permit prior to undertaking proposed development 
and site alteration.  See Appendix XXX for natural hazard areas and Conservation 
Authority Regulated Lands.”  

 
20. Section 8 D 4):  This policy should be amended as follows: 

 
  “The municipality and Conservation Authority will encourage individual property 

owners….” 
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21. Section 8 E):  Add new Appendix “Natural Hazard Lands and Conservation Authority 

Regulated Areas. 
 

22. Section F ):  Amend text as follows: 
 
  “The flood plainNatural hazard planning and management goals and policies will be 

implemented in the following ways: 
 

23. Section F 8): We recommend this section be removed as the Conservation Authority 
Regulation does not have the lead role for public safety.   
 
We further recommend replacing this policy with the following: 

 
“Through consultation with the applicable Conservation Authority as per Section 8 of this 
Official Plan” 

 
24. Section 15 B):  MVCA strongly recommends that the following policy be added to 

Consent Policies: 
 
  “Consents will not be granted for proposed development in hazardous lands and 

hazardous sites unless there is room outside of the hazard for development/redevelopment 
and for safe access to an area outside of the hazard during times of flooding hazards, 
erosion hazards, or other water-related hazards.” 

 
25. Section 16 J 3):  Natural hazard areas should be added as proposed site plan control areas.   

In the natural hazard policies it states natural hazards are site plan control areas but those 
areas aren’t listed in the site plan control section of the Official Plan.  

  
Thank you for the opportunity to comment at this time.  We recognize the above 
recommendations are numerous and will require careful consideration by the Township.   
 
The above recommendations also require endorsement by Saugeen Conservation.  As such, if 
required, MVCA is open to meeting with planning staff and Saugeen Conservation to further 
discuss our comments. 
 
Finally, amendments to the Official Plan should include Policies for Drinking Water Source 
Protection.  The Maitland Valley Source Protection Plan came into full force and effect on 
April 1, 2015.  As such, please contact Jenna Allain, Program Supervisor, Drinking Water 
Source Protection at the Ausable Bayfield Conservation Authority Office. 

 
  



 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Phil Beard, General Manager, MVCA 
FROM: FESS, MVCA 
DATE: June 14, 2016 
SUBJECT: Summary of Gilmor v. Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority  
 Mining and Lands Tribunal & Divisional Court Decisions 

Introduction 

 In 2015, the Superior Court of Justice ruled in favour of an appeal set before it that allowed Alex 
and Tania Gilmor to build a home within a One-Zone Floodplain. The basis for this decision was a 
permissive reading of the Ontario Regulation made under the Conservation Authorities Act, in which 
Authorities must grant permission unless development is shown to impact the control of flooding, 
erosion, pollution, conservation of land or dynamic beaches regardless of safety considerations/private 
property loss and a general long-standing policy of directing development out of hazard areas. The 
appellant was awarded more than $20,000 in legal fees by the court. The Nottawasaga Valley 
Conservation Authority (NVCA) was granted Leave of Appeal before the Court of Appeal for Ontario 
in February 2016.  It is expected the NVCA will challenge the Superior Court Justice decision with 
respect to its interpretation of Sections 2 and 3 of the Ontario Regulation.  
 
The Gilmors brought the appeal forward to the Ontario Superior Court following a decision by the 
Ontario Mining and Lands Commission. The Commissioner found due to safety concerns around egress 
and in support provincial hazard policy made under the Provincial Policy Statement, the development 
should not be supported. The tests provided under the Conservation Authorities Act were not central to 
the final decision of granting or not granting permission. Therefore, the Commissioner interpreted 
Section 2 to be generally prohibitive, regardless of tests, justifying prohibition on NVCA policy and 
regulatory practice.  
 
At issue, is the interpretation Section 2 and 3 made under the Ontario Regulation that governs the 
issuance of permits under the Conservation Authorities Act in areas/lands legislatively under regulation. 
Within the province of Ontario, it is common regulatory practice to include general prohibitions within 
compliance policy in areas where risk of hazard is greatest and to implement this policy when making 
decisions about permits. Without general prohibition clauses, it requires Conservation Authorities to 
evaluate all applications based on independent merits, assuming the proponent can pay for the required 
technical studies to demonstrate the suitability of the development vis a vis the site conditions and the 
hazard. It should be noted, the Gillmor decision does not affect Section 5 and 6 of the regulation that 
governs wetlands and watercourses. These sections, in fact can likely be read as all out prohibitions on 
any change or alteration within regulated wetlands including but not limited to development because of 
its broad wording.   
 
  



Summary Gilmor v. NVCA – pg. 2 

  

Background 
• The Gilmor property has within its boundaries a regulated a One-Zone floodplain, a watercourse, 

and a wetland plus a 120-meter regulated buffer. A portion of the property is located outside of 
NVCA’s regulated area.  

• The Gilmors approached NVCA in 2009 to make inquiry about permits.  
• The Gilmor’s proposed building a house in the One-Zone Floodplain zoned under the bylaw as 

environmental protection. In 2010, the Gilmors proceeded to build a residence without O. Reg 
permit or required planning application to re-zone. To stop the structure from being built without 
permission, NVCA was granted a Court injunction against the Gilmors.  

• Engineering studies provided by the Gilmors showed the residence location would be in 
backwater of the One-Zone and subject to about 1 meter of flooding. The development would 
decrease the floodplain capacity by 0.6 per cent with no increase on backwater elevations to 
surrounding properties. The Gilmore proposed a cut and fill operation to restore the 0.6 per cent 
capacity. However, NVCA did not pursue this option. 

• NVCA maintained a substantial amount of fill (23 truck loads) alone to raise the house plus 
additional fill to raise the driveway, which would also be subject to flooding would be required. 

• As per NVCA policy, NVCA found permit could not be issued for the construction of the 
residence in the One-Zone floodplain despite the engineering analysis and dispute around the 
amount of fill/technical issues and arguments. Rather, NVCA argued the adopted CALC policy 
prevented building in these areas regardless because of general safety issues, including safe 
egress and a general policy goal of keeping development out of and away from hazard areas, 
which is consistent with provincial planning policy and direction.  

Tribunal Decision 

• The decision of the Nottawasage Valley Conservation Authority (NVCA) Board of Directors to 
refuse permission was appealed to the Ontario Mining and Lands Commissioner by the Gilmors.  

• The Mining and Lands Commissioner sided with NVCA and found primarily that section 2 of 
Conservation Authority Regulations prohibits the building/development in areas under 
Conservation Area jurisdiction except in (limited) circumstances whereby section 3 could be 
invoked to provide permission. 

• The Commissioner heavily weighted the authority given to Conservation Authorities under section 
2 enabling the CA to draw from not only the tests (flooding, erosion, pollution, conservation of land 
and dynamic beaches) granted to them under the CA Act but also policy mandates, specifically with 
regards for public safety provided under the Provincial Policy Statement in deciding to grant or not 
grant permission under section 3.  

• The Commissioner decided in favour of NVCA and dismissed the appeal. The Gilmors appealed to 
Ontario Superior Court of Justice.  

Superior Court Decision 

• The Divisional Court found the Mining & Lands Commissioner erred in application of the law. 
Specifically, there was no statutory foundation for a presumed general prohibition on development 
under section 2.  

• In the Regulation, section 3 was not an exception to a general prohibition on development contained 
in section 2, rather it was a condition precedent to that prohibition. 
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Regulation of Development, Interference with Wetlands and alterations to Shorelines and Watercourses 

2. (1) Subject to section 3, no person shall undertake development or permit another person to 
undertake development in or on the areas within the jurisdiction of the Authority that are,… 

3. (1) The Authority may grant permission for development in or on the areas described in subsection 
2(1) if, in its opinion, the control of flooding, erosion, dynamic beaches, pollution or the conservation of 
land will not be affected by the development 

• The Court found by misinterpreting the relationship b/t clauses 2 and 3, the NVCA and Tribunal 
had caused a general policy prohibition subject only to an exceptional discretion setting up an 
unreasonable onus the Gilmors that could not be reasonably discharged because it placed the 
Gilmors in the position of justifying an exceptional departure from the policy.  

• The Court states, “In so doing the Tribunal made the same error of law that this court corrected in 
the case of 3437400 Canada Inc. v Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority…” 

•  Therefore, as stated by the Court, the proper interpretation of section 2 and 3 was that Conservation 
Authorities did not have the legal authority to prohibit development outright but only prohibit 
developments that affect the control of flooding, erosion, pollution, conservation of land and 
dynamic beaches (only flooding was at issue in Gilmor).  

• The Court found NVCA and the Tribunal further erred by not only imposing the general 
prohibition, but within its analysis that within flood control was a concern for safety should there be 
a flood at the property. The Court found because the Gilmors demonstrated the development would  
not have any effect on flood control as such, and the evidence demonstrated in the Court’s opinion a 
very low risk to safety even in the event of a “hypothetical” extreme flood event, NVCA had in 
effect created non-existent jurisdiction over the development solely on the basis of safety and this 
was outside of the CA’s mandate and more importantly statutory powers.  

• The Court further found that cumulative impacts of allowing development within hazard area was 
not persuasive, rather cumulative impacts must be physically demonstrated to be rationally 
supported as an argument to limit development.   

• In its decision, the Court said the primary statutory responsibility of a Conservation Authority is to 
contribute to the common good through the control and management of surface waters but not 
directly to issues of public safety or private property preservation. In fact, the court states it did not 
consider the risk to life to be a factor in the issuance or denial of permits with respect to CA 
regulation only the discharge of the legislative tests.   

• The Court found by considering Provincial Policy with respect to the discharge of the CA Act the 
NVCA Board and the Commission had “fettered” or limited their discretion with respect to giving 
permission and should not have done so because the effect was to “sterilize” the Gillmor’s property 
from development and use.  

• In February 2016, NVCA was granted a Leave to Appeal by the Ontario Court of Appeals, once the 
case is “perfected” the hearing will be held within six months.  

• NVCA maintains and will be expected to argue the following:  
1. The Divisional Court was wrong in its claim NVCA Board and Commissioner had 

“fettered” discretion, rather it argues through both hearing processes these bodies had 
gone to exceptional lengths to consider all facts and arguments and had granted wide 
discretion with respect to hearing and considering the Gilmors arguments.  

2. Divisional Court’s interpretation of section 3 vis a vis section 2 is wrong. NVCA 
maintains section 3 is an exception provided under the prohibition of section 2, and not a 
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general discretion granted to landowners.  
3. Safety is a key consideration that Divisional Court failed to properly consider, 

specifically the origins of regulations/provisions (Hurricane Hazel), keeping landowners 
out of floodplains/hazard areas is one of the key preventable measures and the Court read 
“control of flooding” in too narrow a manner.   

 

Implications O. Reg 164/06  
• As advised by MVCA counsel Darrel Hawreliak, this decision must be interpreted in the light of 

strict private property rights and these rights cannot be limited without evidence of injury to the 
common good by infringement on the control of flooding, erosion, pollution, conservation of 
land and dynamic beaches.  

• The Court ignored the Gilmors had violated the law by not getting the required permits or the 
required re-zoning—referring to these violations as “unfortunate”. The Court also specifically set 
aside comment around the fact an injunction to get the Gilmors to stop working was required.  

• The Court awarded the Gilmors more than $20,000 to be paid by NVCA towards the Gilmors 
legal fees.   

• The Gilmor decision now contributes to body of case law in Ontario this means in any future 
court decision Gilmor will be considered as part of the judgment, just as 3437400 Canada Inc. v 
Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority contributed to Gilmor and will now echo Gilmor.  

• Only a favourable decision from the Ontario of Appeals will override these two decisions. 
• Although MVCA is not required to change it’s policy any decision on a file that does not reflect 

the instruction of the Divisional Court is not likely to stand once contested. Court fees will be 
awarded.  

• In effect, the Divisional Court has instated a type of two-zone policy across floodplains, as long 
as the proponent can afford the studies and engineer a solution to the problem.  This will place 
an increased technical/resource burden on CAs to create TORs, and assess applications.  

• It is not unreasonable to expect legal challenge with respect to One-Zone that placing the 
financial burden on private property owners to establish the floodway and flood fringe is too 
burdensome, therefore arguing CAs should be required to undertake this work on their behalf.  

• MVCA has been provided with information that already the Ontario Landowners Association 
has asked and been granted intervener status. This status is significant at the Ontario Court of 
Appeals: the Intervener must be shown to have a significant relationship to the points of law 
being tried. It suggests the issues of private property rights will be a component of the trial.  

• Historically, Canadian courts provide wide discretion in matters concerning private property and 
privacy rights; case law with respect to search warrants demonstrates this point.  

• The Divisional Court made no comment with respect to planning law or the building code. In it’s 
decision the court required the Gilmors to discharge their duties under planning law, where flood 
proofing requirements will be enforced under the Building Code; as if the CA mandate with 
respect to flooding and the setting of zoning bylaws were two distinct and separate things, 
however the PPS clearly applies.   
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Interim Policy Recommendations  
 
As a result of Gilmor v. NVCA, the following recommendations are made regarding the MVCA 
policies. It should be noted that these proposed changes will be subject to the outcome of the appeal. 
  
1. Gilmor applies only to Section 2, 3 of the Regulation. It does not apply to S. 5 and 6. The Divisional 

Court judge was clear the Court’s judgement only considered development as defined by the Act.  
Therefore, blanket prohibitions with respect to the alteration of wetlands and watercourses can and 
should be expected to stand.  

2. With respect to MVCA’S O. Reg. 164/06 Compliance Policies, clauses that do not refer to the tests 
should be removed or amended.; and reference to public safety should be removed.  A second 
policy document should be created to guide MVCA commenting under the Planning Act with 
respect to natural hazards (safety) as per our Provincially delegated responsibility  

3. Only applies to development not alteration, removing floodplain provision are very problematic as 
it will put the onus on the CA to create two-zone concept everywhere.   

4. To develop in regulated areas proponents will have to complete the necessary studies to assess the 
hazard and discharge the tests under the regulation. Permission will only be granted if in the opinion 
of the Authority, the necessary studies demonstrate there is no impact on the control of flooding, 
erosion, dynamic beaches, pollution and the conservation of land.  

5.  This may be financially onerous on applicants. 
6. Proposed planning policies must make reference to the Provincial Policy Statement. The policies 

related to natural hazards should be addressed.  
7. Within the planning policies, safe access requirements must be clearly defined. Reference to the 

established safe access requirements, as agreed to with the local emergency rescue staff, should be 
noted.  

8. The process to receive approvals should be clearly outlined. A permit under the regulation will not 
be issued until the necessary land use approvals have occurred. (i.e. Official Plan Amendments, 
Zoning By-law Amendments, Minor Variances and Consents to Sever). The processes can 
commence concurrently but the final regulation permit will not be issued until the proposed use is 
permitted.  
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Township of Howick Council Agenda 
Tuesday June 21, 2016 at 7 pm 

Howick Council Chambers 
 

 

1. Call to Order  

2. Acceptance of Agenda (motion to accept)  

3. Declaration of Pecuniary Interest 

4. Delegations 

Jennifer Lajoie, Municipal Property Assessment Corp re 2016 property assessment 
update 

Nathan Swartz, Food System Coordinator, Huron Food Action Network re Huron County 
Food Charter (motion to adopt) 

Coreen Harding re food booth at Howick Community Centre 

Larry Wilson, Royal LePage Don Hamilton Real Estate Ltd, McLaughlin St building lot in 
Wroxeter (motion to relist) 

5. Approval of Minutes – June 7/16 Council meeting (motion to approve) 

6. Staff Reports 

 6.1 Recreation Facilities Manager Eric McDougall 
 - report to Council-Recreation-2016-007 – department update 

 6.2 Fire Chief/CEMC Shawn Edwards 
 - report to Council-Fire/CEMC-2016-09 – department update (motion to hire) 

 6.3 Public Works Coordinator/CBO Wray Wilson 
 - report ending June 17/16 

Roads: Public Works staff operations; maintenance gravel tender (motion to approve 
tender); 160th anniversary parade road closing (motion to authorize) 
Building: closed session to review building service proposals 
Drainage: municipal drain assessment agreement (motion to approve); Branch “B”, 
Day Municipal Drain Improvement Report 

6.4 Treasurer-Tax Collector Jean Hughes 
- accounts payable listing (motion to approve) 

7. Council Committee and Board Reports (motion to receive) 
- Howick 160th Celebration Committee June 6 & 13/16 
- Wroxeter Hall Board May 2/16 
- Coalition for Huron Injury Prevention May 11/16 

8. Correspondence 
- Huron County Public Works re temporary closure of County Road 30 & 87 (motion to 
sign) 
- Coalition for Huron Injury Prevention re speed sign (motion to sign) 
- Huron County discontinues Huron Ready Community Notification Program 
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Page 2 

- OPP re new report available related to current billable calls for service 
- OPP re highlight some of the 2016 initiatives 
- Ministry of Community Safety & Correctional Services re review of the OPP billing 
model 
- Municipal Property Assessment Corp re changes to MPAC’s Notice mailing schedule 
- City of Ottawa request support re siting of wind power projects (motion to support) 
- County of Wellington notice of decision OP-2016-02 & OP-2015-02 
- Proclamation of the Smart Growth for Our Communities Act, 2015 – changes to the 
Planning Act & related Regulations 
- Climate Change Action Plan 
- AMO Policy Update - Government to consult on expanding medical responses through 
Fire Services 
- Make-a-Wish – how you can help  
- Canadian Union of Postal Workers re Federal government reviewing our public postal 
service – have your say! 
- Independent Electricity System Operator 2015 annual report, Powering a Connected 
World 

9.  Closed Session 
- labour relations or employee negotiations (building inspection service in Howick)  
- adoption of closed meeting minutes May 17/16 

10. Adjournment 
- By-law 29-2016, confirm the actions of Council 
- motion to adjourn 

If any member of the public would like more information on an agenda item please 
contact the Clerk’s office at 519-335-3208 or email clerk@howick.ca 

alternative formats of this publication available upon request 

mailto:clerk@howick.on.ca


 
Delivering the  

2016 Assessment Update 

Howick Council 

June 21, 2016 

Jennifer Lajoie 

Account Manager 



The Municipal Property Assessment Corporation determines 

Current Value Assessments and classifications for all properties  

in Ontario. 

The Provincial Government passes legislation, sets assessment 

policies and determines education tax rates. The Province also 

operates an independent assessment appeal tribunal – the 

Assessment Review Board (ARB). 

Municipalities determine revenue requirements, set municipal tax 

rates and collect property taxes to pay for your municipal services. 

  

PROPERTY ASSESSMENT & PROPERTY TAXES 

Police and 

fire protection 
Roads, sidewalks, 

public transit 
Waste 

management 
Parks & leisure 

facilities 

The Ontario  

Property        

Taxpayer 

  



ONTARIO’S ASSESSMENT CYCLE 

2008 
2009-2012  
Tax Years 

January 1, 2008 
(valuation date) 

2012 
2013-2016  
Tax Years 

January 1, 2012 
(valuation date) 

2016 
2017-2020 
Tax Years 

January 1, 2016 
(valuation date) 



2012 ASSESSMENT UPDATE 

2016 ASSESSMENT UPDATE 

2016 ASSESSMENT UPDATE 

2012 2012 Roll Delivery 

2014 2016 2015 2016 
Roll Delivery 

Early and frequent engagement with constituents 



NOVEMBER 

2016 
 

DECEMBER 

2016 
 

 

DATA COLLECTION & PREPARATION  

Building permits 

                                     Sales reviews    

Site variable update project 

             Farm forestry exemptions reviews   

                          Requests for Reconsideration 

Severances and Consolidations 

  Data integrity checks 

MPAC initiated reviews 

                                            Process controls 

Tax and Vacancy Applications 

                                     Municipal Requests  

 Appeals 

Property Owner Enquiries 

1,927 data touchpoints  
for Howick 



Level 1 - Methodology Guides 

Comprehensive guides that explain assessment 
methodology. 

Level 2 – Market Valuation Reports 

Comprehensive reports that explain how 
assessment methodology was applied at the 
sector level to value properties for the 2016 

Assessment Update 

 

Level 3 – Property Specific  

Valuation Information 
Detailed information that is  

available through  

secure‐access  

only 

 

 

 

TRANSPARENCY AND SHARED UNDERSTANDING 



Benefits for municipalities: 

 Improved roll predictability and stability 

 Improved risk analysis 

 Opportunity to provide feedback 

Benefits for property taxpayers: 

 No surprises 

 Increased satisfaction and confidence 

 Easy access to property information 

 Opportunity to provide feedback 

 No surprises 

BENEFITS OF ADVANCED DISCLOSURE 



Residential property owners began receiving their Property Assessment 

Notices May 24th  

Farm Property Assessment Notices will be mailed October 11th  

Multi-Residential and Business Notices will be mailed October 18th  

THE NEW ASSESSMENTS WILL SERVE AS THE BASIS FOR 

CALCULATING PROPERTY TAXES FOR 2017 – 2020 

2016 PROPERTY ASSESSMENT NOTICES 



2016 ASSESSMENT UPDATE 

 The Residential 
Experience 



2016 PROPERTY ASSESSMENT NOTICE 



2016 PROPERTY ASSESSMENT NOTICE 

Municipal-specific Issue Date  



2016 PROPERTY ASSESSMENT NOTICE 

2016 Assessed Value 

Assessment Overview 
• Assessed Value as of January 1, 2016 

• Assessed Value as of January 1, 2012 

• Change between 2012 and 2016 



2016 PROPERTY ASSESSMENT NOTICE 

Property Details 
 How does MPAC assess my property? 
 Five major factors affecting 

residential values 
 



2016 PROPERTY ASSESSMENT NOTICE 

Have questions about your 
assessment? 
 Login to AboutMyProperty™ 



2016 PROPERTY ASSESSMENT NOTICE 

Description of Ontario’s 
property assessment system 
 
 



CHANGES TO FILING A REVIEW (BILL 144) 

 Residential property owners have 120 days from the Issue Date of their Property 

Assessment Notice to file a Request for Reconsideration (RfR)  

 The RfR deadline for Howick is September 21, 2016 

 The Issue Date and RfR deadline are included on the Notice 

 The early delivery of Assessment Notices and a 120-day RfR deadline will allow RfRs 

to be processed before Assessment Rolls are sent to municipalities – greater stability 

and accuracy 

 



HOW CAN I LEARN 
MORE ABOUT MY 

ASSESSMENT? 



Through AboutMyProperty™ 

property owners can: 

 

 Access information on how their 

property was assessed 

 Compare their assessment to 

others in their community 

 Learn more about property values 

through Market Trends (available 

before login) 

 

Login information is included on every 

Notice mailed. 

 

ABOUTMYPROPERTY.CA 



STEP 1: Ask yourself: “Could I have sold my property for the 

assessed value on January 1, 2016?” 

 

STEP 2: Visit aboutmyproperty.ca to review the information 

MPAC has on file for your property.  

STEP 3:  Contact MPAC 

STEP 4: File a Request for Reconsideration 

STEP 5:  File an appeal with the  

Assessment Review Board 

 

 

RESOLVING ASSESSMENT CONCERNS 



We are here to help. Contact MPAC with any questions you may 

have regarding your property assessment. 

 
CALL our Customer Contact Centre  1 866 296-MPAC (6722)  

 1 877-889-MPAC (6722) TTY 

ONLINE at mpac.ca  

VISIT a local field office 

WRITE to P.O. Box 9808, Toronto ON M1S 5T9 

FAX 1 866 297 6703 

 

If you have accessibility needs, please let us know how we can best accommodate you 

CONTACT MPAC 



ENHANCING 
MUNICIPAL 

ENGAGEMENT 



 Redesigned Municipal Connect™  

• Increased transparency 

• Improved stability and predictability in the municipal tax base 

• Modern and flexible way to access assessment information 

 

 Access to 2016 base year values (2017-2020 tax years) 

• Support municipal understanding of assessed values 

• Early consultation/discussion for greater roll stability 

• Insight into assessment at risk 

 

MUNICIPAL CONNECT™ 



To support municipalities in their communication efforts regarding the 2016 province-wide 

Assessment Update, MPAC has prepared a fully customizable toolkit that includes: 

• MPAC Contact information 

• Key Messages and Frequently Asked Questions 

• Information about Property Assessment Notice Mailing Dates 

• Written Material for Print or Web 

• Social Media Materials 

• Links to Videos on MPAC’s YouTube Channel 

MUNICIPAL TOOLKIT 



PRELIMINARY 
RESIDENTIAL 

MARKET TRENDS 



RESIDENTIAL MARKET TRENDS 

Preliminary Values as of April 20, 2016 
Median percentage change in assessed value from 2016 to 2017 

Huron County Howick 

Property Type % Change % Change 

Overall Residential 1.4 2.3 

Single-family Home 1.5 1.9 

Assessment Changes 2016 to 2017 



RESIDENTIAL MARKET TRENDS 

Preliminary Values as of April 20, 2016 
Change in assessed value between base valuation years (2012 to 2016) 

Howick 

Property Type Change in Value Since 2012 Median 2016 CVA 

Single-family Home $14,000 $197,000 

Typical Assessed Values 
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HURON FOOD ACTION NETW
ORK

HURONFOODACTION.CA

2015 HURON COUNTY
FOOD REPORT

A MEASURE OF OUR

LOCAL FOOD SYSTEM
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2015 HURON COUNTY FOOD REPORT 

 
 
 
 
ABOUT HFAN 
 

The Huron Food Action Network (HFAN) brings together a large number of food system stakeholders and community 
members from a diverse range of backgrounds. 
Anyone who supports the vision, mission and values of the HFAN and lives or works in Huron County, Ontario can 
participate. HFAN promotes networking and collaboration. All members are invited to join an Action Group or participate 
in projects and participate in our quarterly network meetings which are open to the public. 
 
Our Mission 
 

To cultivate a sustainable, local food system to nourish all people of Huron County and beyond 
 

Our Vision 
 

 Stakeholders along the local food chain work in partnership to ensure all residents have safe, accessible, healthy, 
local and sustainably produced food 

 Policy enables the equitable distribution of food to all residents 
 Municipal policies encourage the production, development, distribution and consumption of local food 
 The people of Huron County engage in and celebrate their rural agricultural history and culture 

 

Goals 
 

 To bring the community closer together around our local food system, to increase understanding and awareness 
through education and capacity building, to improve food security, and to create a stronger Huron County 

 To create a sustainable food system in Huron County that provides access to safe, accessible, local, healthy food 
to all residents that has been produced in a way that supports our rural community, culture and way of life 

 

Objectives 
 

 Improve the policy context to enable and empower decision-making for a healthy local food system 
 Encourage sustainable production of local food, serving as good stewards of land and water 
 Expand existing and develop new distribution channels and opportunities for improved accessibility 
 Improve local food processing and employment capacity of Huron County 
 Improve local food skills and education 
 Improve community health 

 

CONTACT US 
 

Nathan Swartz 
Food System Coordinator 
Huron Food Action Network 
138 Main Street 
Seaforth, ON 
N0K 1W0 
Email: huronfoodactionnetwork@gmail.com 
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Why Do We Need a Food System Report? 

All across Canada and the world communities are recognizing that a well-planned and community driven food 
system is necessary to promote and preserve the economic, environmental and health of our communities, 
particularly in rural areas. This is due to a number of factors including, agriculture and land-use policy, 
globalization, corporate interests, climate change, food environments and global food insecurity. In this report 
we have done our best to identify current trends of our Food System and when that hasn’t been possible we 
have identified the indicators identified by best practices and community input.  

History 
 
 In 2014, the Huron Food Action Network (HFAN) began to gather community input and guidance from 
stakeholders to create our Food Charter, a living document that 
could provide clear direction to our organization and other 
community groups involved in our local food system. In 2015, we 
completed the charter and launched it officially at the Historic 
Bayfield Town Hall with HFAN members, interested community 
members and media in attendance.  It was met with support and 
appreciation from those who came and has continued to be 
supported by all those who’ve endorsed the Food Charter 
online1. The Huron County Food Charter describes our 
community’s vision for a sustainable local food system to nourish 
all people of Huron County and beyond. The Huron County Food 
Charter is our guiding document in everything we do and this 
report is no exception. 

Methodology 
  We have set out to create a Food System Report that will be 
useful to guide our plan to enhance our current local food 
system. This report seeks to collate information that describes 
the current status and overall trends of the local food system 
using the indictors of success identified in our organization’s six objectives: 

 Improve the policy context to enable and empower decision-making for a healthy local food system 
 Encourage sustainable production of local food, serving as good stewards of land and water 
 Expand existing and develop new distribution channels and opportunities for improved accessibility 
 Improve local food processing and employment capacity of Huron County 
 Improve local food skills and education 
 Improve community health 

 

                                                           
1 http://huronfoodaction.ca/food-charter-signatures 

Special Thanks 

This document was prepared by Nathan Swartz, 
Food System Coordinator for Huron Food Action 
Network (HFAN) thanks to funding through an 
Ontario Trillium Grant and generous support 
from the Huron Business Development 
Corporation (HBDC) and the Huron County Health 
Unit (HCHU). A great deal credit is owed to Paul 
Nichol of HBDC as well as Amy MacDonald and 
Janice Dunbar of HCHU who helped refine and 
direct the scope of this document throughout its 
development.  Many thanks also go out to the key 
stakeholders and the many community members 
who helped us create this document and all the 
others who gave their input towards this 
document and helped make it a useful document 
for food system planning.  
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Healthy Weight Indicators: According to the 2010 Huron Health Report: Chronic Diseases 26% of youth survey 
respondents aged 12 to 17, and 62% of adults are overweight or obese. Unhealthy weights have been correlated 
with health problems, loss of energy and reduced productivity. More studies will be required to report trends. 

Diabetes: According to the 2010 Huron Health Report: Chronic Diseases 9.7% of survey respondents have 
Diabetes. Diabetes can lead to cardio-vascular system and organ problems. More studies will be required to 
report trends. 

REFERENCES  
2001 Canadian Census of Agriculture (accessed December 2015) 
2006 Canadian Census of Agriculture (accessed December 2015) 
2011 Canadian Census of Agriculture (accessed December 2015) 
Huron Food Action Network, Food Charter Signatures (accessed February 2016) 
Huron Food Action Network, Huron County Community Gardens (2016)  
Ontario Soil and Crop Improvement Association, (Information Requested April 2016) 
Ausable-Bayfield Conservation Authority, Watershed Report (2007) 
Ausable-Bayfield Conservation Authority, Watershed Report (2013) 
Maitland Valley Conservation Authority, Watershed Reports (2007) 
Maitland Valley Conservation Authority, Watershed Reports (2011) 
Bruce-Huron Produce Auction, Annual Sales Records (2015) 
Huron County Distribution Centre (Information Requested March 2015) 
Huron County Tourism Association, Huron Tourism Fact Sheet (2012) 
Huron County Tourism Association, Huron Tourism Fact Sheet (2013) 
Huron County Tourism Association, Huron Tourism Fact Sheet (2014) 
Firmly Rooted Farms, CSA Box Sales (Information Requested March 2016) 
Whitefield Farms, CSA Box Sales (Information Requested March 2016) 
Farm to Table Box, CSA Box Sales (Information Requested March 2016) 
Dr. H. Cummings, The Economic Impacts of Agriculture on the Economy of Huron County (1999)   
OMAFRA, EMSI Analyst Data (Accessed March 2016) 
OMAFRA, First Steps Online Resources (Accessed March 2016)     
 http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/food/industry/bdb-start/firststeps.htm 
Huron County Community Advisor Program, Volunteer Statistics (Information Requested March   2016) 
Huron Food Action Network, Food Education Action Group Report (2015)  
Huron County Health Unit, 2010 Huron Health Report: Chronic Diseases (2010)
 http://www.huronhealthunit.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Report_ChronicDisease20101.pdf  
Huron County Health Unit, 2010 Huron Health Report: Fruit and Vegetables Consumption (2010) 
 Huron County Health Unit, Nutritious Food Basket 2015 Report to the Board of Health (2015) 
 

Please complete the online survey to further our food system work here: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PCHTZ8X 
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 We have reviewed best practices from other food system reports from all over North America including; Long 
Island, Iowa, Michigan, Calgary, and Waterloo and accessed federal, provincial and local data sources. These 
data sources are not always available or readily accessible. This has made establishing trends difficult in many 
cases as there must be three datasets in order to establish a trend. HFAN will need to discuss these limitations 
and make recommendations for types of data we would like to see in future food system reports. 

OBJECTIVE ONE 
The Huron Food Action Network seeks to improve the policy context to enable and empower 
decision-making for a local food system 
 
TRENDS 

Policies: Food system policies at the local level are a fairly new concept and therefore we have do not have 
sufficient data to establish any policy trends at this time. We are optimistic that local policy makers are open to 
reinvigorating the local food economy and supporting a healthy food system that benefits all residents of Huron 
County.  

OTHER INDICATORS 

Endorsements/Adoptions of Food System Documents: In 2015 HFAN began seeking endorsements from 
businesses and individuals, at the end of 2015 we had collected over 50 signatures and expect to far exceed that 
number in 2016.  

Institutional Procurement: A future goal of HFAN will be to assist institutions including, but not limited to, 
hospitals, schools, retirement facilities and daycares, in the creation of local food procurement policies that 
benefit the institutions as well as local producers and processors.  

Food Inclusions in the Municipal/County Plans: We also hope to see more local food system goals written into 
the municipal and county plans as we ask the various municipalities and their respective councils to adopt the 
Food Charter. 

OBJECTIVE TWO 
The Huron Food Action Network seeks to encourage sustainable production of local food, 
serving as good stewards of land and water 
 

TRENDS 

Sustainable Farm Practices: Many sustainable farm practices are improving as can be seen by the annual growth 
rates. Unfortunately there was insufficient data in the three previous federal Census of Agriculture to establish 
a trend for the uncertified and transitional organic farm practices but the 2016 Census of Agriculture should give 
us the required data for future trend reports. 

Sustainable Farm 
Practices 

2001 2006 2011 Annual Growth 
Rate 
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Community Food Advisor Program: In the last five years the Community Food Advisor (CFA) Program has tripled 
in reach. In 2010 the program reached 700 people and in 2015 the program reached 2790. The CFA Program 
promotes safe and nutritious food selection, preparation and storage practices, through trained volunteers and 
has provided services to advise thousands of people in food related education. 
 

CFA Program 2013 2014 2015 Annual Growth 
Rate 

People Reached 2170 2180 2790 9.5% 

 
OTHER INDICATORS 

Food Skills and Education: Although there are community food education programs happening data was not 
readily available. Future trend indicators could include high school curriculum involving food skills and other 
food literacy programs.  

Seed Lending Library: In 2015, HFAN’s Community Education Action Group started a seed lending library 
program with two participating partner libraries. Seed lending libraries teach participants how to plant, collect 
and store seeds in order to improve their food sovereignty. In 2016 the program was adopted by the Huron 
County Library and will be expanding the number of programs.  
 

OBJECTIVE SIX 
The Huron Food Action Network seeks to improve the health of Huron County 
TRENDS 

Food Consumption: There are certain health indicators that can be improved through proper nutrition and have 
an effect on life span and quality of life. Unfortunately there is not enough data at this time to determine trends 
for Huron County’s community health as it relates to food consumption. 
 
OTHER INDICATORS 

Nutritious Food Basket: According to the Huron County Health Unit Nutritious Food Basket 2015 Report3 to the 
Board of Health, the annual food cost has risen 17% since 2009. The cost to feed a family of four is estimated at 
$204 per week or $883 per month. Families and individuals living on a low income cannot afford to purchase 
adequate nutritious foods to promote health. 
 
Healthy Food Consumption: According to the 2010 Huron Health Report: Fruit and Vegetables Consumption less 
than half of Huron County adults report consuming vegetables and fruit 5 or more times per day. Vegetable and 
fruit consumption is correlated with heart disease and certain cancers. More studies will be required to report 
trends.  

                                                           
3 The nutritious food basket (NFB) is a survey tool that is a measure of the cost of basic healthy eating based on Canada's current nutrition 
recommendations and average food purchasing patterns. 
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Cert. Organic  
(By Farm) 

22 33 33 4.5% 

Uncertified Organic  
(By Farm) 

- 42 34 Insufficient Data to 
determine trend 

Transitional Organic  
(By Farm) 

- 3 5 Insufficient Data to 
determine trend 

No Till  
(By Acre) 

133,321 162,854 191,916 4% 

Crop Rotation 
(By Acre) 

2,381 2,299 2,089 -1.1% 

Plow Down Crops 
(By Acre) 

454 715 630 5.2% 

Winter Cover 
(By Acre) 

325 360 532 5.8% 

 

Community Gardens: Community gardens provide opportunities for all people to learn how to grow their own 
garden and improve their food sovereignty. This is especially a benefit to people living below the living wage.  

Community Gardens 2013 2014 2015 Annual Growth Rate 
Public Gardens 3 5 7 44.4% 
Client Gardens* 0 1 1 33.3% 
* Gardens that are only available to clients receiving benefits or services of an agency 

 

OTHER INDICATORS 

Watershed Health: Our food production practices have an impact on the health of our watersheds but there is 
insufficient data at this time to establish trends. We have collected data from the local Watershed Report Cards 
and we look forward to future Watershed Report Cards from the Ausable Bayfield Conservation Authority and 
the Maitland Valley Conservation Authority so that we can establish trends.   

 

Water Shed Health   
ABCA 2007 2013 
Surface Water Quality C avg. C avg. 
Forest Conditions C avg. D avg. 
Wetland Quality No Data F avg. 
Ground Water No Data A avg. 
http://www.abca.on.ca/publications_section.php?Category=14 
MVCA 2007 2011 
Surface Water Quality B avg. C avg. 
Forest Conditions C avg. C avg. 
Wetland Quality No Data C avg. 
Ground Water A avg. A avg. 
http://www.mvca.on.ca/mvca_documents.php 

 
OBJECTIVE THREE 
The Huron Food Action Network seeks to expand existing and develop new distribution 
channels and opportunities for improved accessibility 
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Food Manufacturing Employment: Food Manufacturing Employment in Huron County is on the decline 
according to EMSI Analyst data. EMSI Analyst2 is a web-based tool that provides data on regional economies 
and work forces in Ontario.  
 

Food Manufacturing  
# of Employees 

2001 2006 2011 Annual Growth 
Rate 

Sugar/Confectionary 31 <10 <10 Insufficient Data 
Fruit/Vegetable Preserving  285 228 182 -3.3% 
Dairy Product 16 <10 15 -0.6% 
Meat Product 37 22 68 7.6% 
Seafood Product 0 14 <10 Insufficient Data 
Bakeries 12 21 17 3.8% 
Beverage <10 28 <10 Insufficient Data 
Other* 183 155 218 1.7% 
TOTAL >564 >468 >500 -1.5% 
*Could include snack food, coffee, tea, syrup, flavorings, seasonings, dressings and all other food manufacturing not 
previously listed 

 

Food Retail Employment: Food Retailers provide over 1000 jobs in Huron County which is a significant amount 
of jobs in a population of approximately 60,000 people. These jobs seem to be declining over time according to 
EMSI Analyst data.  

Food Retail Employment 
# of Employees 

2001 2006 2011 Annual Growth 
Rate 

Food and Beverage 
Stores 

765 944 611 -1.8% 

General Merchandise 
Stores 

503 500 434 -1.2% 

Miscellaneous Retail  216 174 258 1.8% 
 

OTHER INDICATORS 

Incubator Kitchens: At this time there are no incubator kitchens to measure although they would be a great 
asset to small culinary arts businesses start-ups. OMAFRA currently has nine culinary business incubators listed 
on their website and recommend them to assist new businesses. 

OBJECTIVE FIVE 
The Huron Food Action Network seeks to improve local food skills and education 
 

TRENDS 

4-H Program: According to the data supplied by the 4H Program in Huron Perth, nearly 200 youth are currently 
involved in agricultural education. 

4H Program 2013 2014 2015 Annual Growth 
Rate 

Participants 181 199 199 3.3% 

                                                           
2 OMAFRA explains Analyst here: http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/rural/edr/edar/index.html#analyst 
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TRENDS 

Produce Auctions: Growth for sellers, especially in the “over $20k” category has been excellent and we would 
love to learn more from the participating producers on whether this has been profitable for them. The Bruce-
Huron Produce Auction (BHPA) is an auction style produce sales not-for-profit located just north of Lucknow 
that allows producers within a 75 km radius to sell their goods. The participating sellers are from Bruce as well 
as Huron County and their success is an indicator of a local distribution hub effectiveness. Our thanks to the 
BHPA for providing this data. 

Produce Auction 2011 2012 2014 Annual Growth 
Rate 

# of Sellers By Sales 
Volume 

    

Over $20k 2 6 9 116. 7% 
$10k-$20k 9 7 7 7.4% 
Under $10k 84 99 103 7.5% 

 

Culinary Tourism: The Huron County tourism fact sheets have shown that culinary tourism (events with a food 
focus) have been increasing in attendance which is an indicator both of success and increasing potential for 
growth in our local food system.  

Culinary Tourists 2012 2013 2014 Annual Growth 
Rate 

Event Attendees 28,622 30,563 31,611 3.5% 
 

Community Supported Agriculture: The three Huron County Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) programs 
have willingly provided the number of participants for the benefit of this report. In 2016 one of these three CSA 
producers will no longer be running a CSA program. Participation in the CSA programs seem to have plateaued 
at nearly 3000 participants.  

CSA Programs 2013 2014 2015 Annual Growth 
Rate 

CSA Participants 2905 3208 2901 0% 
 

Ontario Student Nutrition Program: According to the data supplied by The Ontario Student Nutrition Program 
(OSNP) in Huron Perth, over 8000 students are provided healthy food almost every school day.  

OSNP 2013 2014 2015 Annual Growth 
Rate 

Meals per day 8837 9016 8891 0.2% 
*For more information on the OSNP go to: http://www.osnp.ca/huronperth1   

 

Food Banks: The Huron County Food Bank Distribution Centre distributes food to all the various Food Banks in 
Huron County and collect data from those food banks to ensure distribution is fair and based on need.  

Food Bank Visits 2012 2013 2014 Annual Growth 
Rate 

Visits 15,826 17,165 17,978 4.5% 
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OTHER INDICATORS 

Farmers’ Market Sales: At this time only a few Farmers’ Markets keep track of sales, which would be an ideal 
indicator for tracking Local Food Sales. We strongly recommend that all local Farmers’ Markets keep track of 
this data if they are not already doing so.  

OCTA Certification: Another future indicator to measure will be Ontario Culinary Tourism Association certified 
restaurants program that certifies restaurants that purchase a set percentage of Ontario product. Currently only 
two local restaurants have become certified with several more beginning the process.   

OBJECTIVE FOUR 
The Huron Food Action Network seeks to improve local food processing and the employment 
capacity of Huron County 
 
TRENDS 

Agriculture Employment: Agricultural employment is in a slow decline which means less employment in Huron 
County, however on the positive side Agricultural Census data also revealed that our agricultural employment 
is less seasonal than the provincial average. This Data was available through the Census of Agriculture and EMSI 
Analyst, which is a web-based tool that provides data on regional economies and work forces in Ontario. 

Agriculture Employment 
# of Employees 

2001 2006 2011 Annual Growth 
Rate 

Total (Weeks) 81,621 76,338 73,785 - 0.9% 
Jobs 4,915 4,629 4,666 -0.5% 

 

Hunting/Fishing Employment: Hunting and Fishing employment represents only a small portion of employment 
in Huron County although our tourism is significantly impacted by our water resources. Fishing jobs seem to be 
declining over time according to EMSI Analyst data.  

Fishing Employment 
# of Employees 

2001 2006 2011 Annual Growth 
Rate 

Fishing Jobs 31 21 21 - 1% 
Hunting Jobs <10 <10 <10 Insufficient Data 

 

Culinary Arts Employment: Culinary Arts Employment represents nearly 1500 jobs in Huron County which is a 
significant amount of jobs in a population of approximately 60,000 people. These jobs seem to be declining over 
time according to EMSI Analyst data.  

Restaurant Employment 
# of Employees 

2001 2006 2011 Annual Growth 
Rate 

Restaurant Jobs 1690 1286 1425 -1.4% 
 



The Huron County Food Charter describes our  

community’s commitment to Cultivating a 

Sustainable Local Food System to Nourish All 

People of Huron County and Beyond. In order  

to affect a positive future, we must develop a 

vision to carry us forward. We include in the  

vision the strengths from our past, our unique  

rural conditions and our desire for an equitable 

and sustainable future for Huron County.

Sustainability is:

 Meeting the needs of the present without  

 compromising the ability of future   

 generations to meet their own needs.

 Linked economy, environment and society

 Local focus within a global context

 Working together to make wise decisions 

 for the future

A food system is cyclical. It includes produc-

tion/collection, processing, distribution, access, 

consumption and waste disposal. A food systems 

approach looks at the entire cycle that our food 

travels from the site of production to where it is 

consumed and finally discarded, giving particular 

attention to the links between

A FOOD CHARTER
FOR HURON COUNTY



Where no one is hungry and everyone has access to  
healthy nutritious food

Where public policies and practices recognize that a 
healthy diet contributes to the physical, mental, spiritual 
and emotional well-being of all residents

Where we also advocate for income, employment, housing 
and transportation that support secure and dignified  
access to healthy food

Where nutritional education and healthy food choices in 
schools, business and public places is valued and provided

An economically viable, diverse and ecologically sustainable 
food system, that enriches life within the county while 
protecting our precious natural resources

Supporting a strong farming economy with adequate 
incomes for farmers, harvesters, processors and 
distributers and a diverse, vibrant production for  
external and local markets

Recognizing the true value of our food system as an 
economic driver, environmental reserve and source of 
healthy nutrients to fuel our population

Providing outlets and sources of local food to feed local 
citizens, increase business to business synergy and allow 
for the sale of local products beyond Huron’s borders

Matching potential of local and regional production 
with appropriate processing and distribution to achieve 
a diversity of scale, scope and size of food and farm 
businesses

Growing, harvesting, processing, transporting and 
distributing food while minimizing waste

A just and sustainable food system that is rooted in healthy communities



A democratic and participatory food system that 
engages and empowers citizens to make knowledgeable 
choices about their food

Allowing Huron County citizens to collaborate and 
cooperate, working together to make wise decisions

Nurturing and improving relationships between the 
community, food producers, and key stakeholders to 
develop regional food systems solutions

Offering opportunities to bring together community 
members in appreciation of regional food, culture 
and diversity

Driving provincial and federal policy based on Huron 
County community values and priorities

A resilient food system that is our assurance for the future

Offering opportunities and support for young and new 
farmers and new food businesses

Reducing both our use and our reliance on non-renewable 
resources for all aspects of food production and 
distribution

Carefully balancing economic, environmental and social 
implications of innovation, advancements and new 
technologies to ensure a benefit for all residents of 
the county.

Reassessing our food system and living within the natural 
limits by increasing use of seasonal foods, preservation and 
storage techniques, and season extension strategies.

Valuing and protecting agricultural lands, ground and 
surface water and promoting sustainable farming practices

Introducing environmentally sound methods of food waste 
management such as reduced packaging, composting and 
reclamation programs.

A FOOD  CHARTER FOR  HURON COUNTY



A FOOD  CHARTER FOR  HURON COUNTY

WE ARE COMMITTED
to cultivating a sustainable local food system 

to nourish all people of Huron County 
and beyond.

The Charter outlines the values and beliefs about food in our community. 

This charter will provide guidance for decisions among government, local 

businesses, non-profit organizations, families and individuals.  As signatories 

to this food charter, we commit to work in partnership toward a healthy food 

system based on these principles.  

To sign on go to www.huronfoodaction.ca  or contact the Huron County Food 

Action Network at huronfoodactionnetwork@gmail.com to learn more or  

get involved.

The Huron Food Action Network is bringing 

together institutions, farmers, community 

groups, elected officials and businesses to tackle 

the issues of access to healthy food, sustainable 

food production and education, and local food 

processing and distribution infrastructure in a 

rural context. The Network, which includes a 

broad cross-section of over 100 food system 

stakeholders, operates with the overall mission 

of cultivating a sustainable, local food system to 

nourish all people of Huron County and beyond. 

Goals related to the development of sustainable 

local food systems include providing the 

community with the following benefits:

Vibrant, resilient communities

Better health

Improved Environment

Equitable and sustained economic activity

Increased Food Access



 
 

 

 

Township of Howick  

44816 Harriston Road 

Gorrie, Ontario N0G1X0 

 

 

Tuesday February 14, 2016 

 

 

Dear Howick Council, 

 

I am writing this letter to request to be a delegation at the next council meeting on June 21, 2016.  I 

would like to discuss with council my past season running the booth at the community centre.   

 

I will disclose with council the financials regarding the booth for the past hockey season. I would not 

like the financials disclosed to the general public so I will e-mail the financial information directly to 

the councilors.  I would like to give council and staff ample time to make a decision how they would 

like to proceed with the booth for the next hockey season. 

 

I will not be looking for any answers from council on the direction that they want to go for the next 

hockey season; I am just providing council with information on my year running the booth.  I would 

like to be there to answer any questions that you have regarding the past season.  Thank you.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Coreen Harding 

Owner – The Bare Necessities 

519 335 6666 
 

3100 Patrick Street 

Fordwich, Ontario  

Canada N0G1V0 

Fax: 519 335 6979 



From: Larry Wilson
To: clerk@town.howick.on.ca
Subject: McLaughlin St. Building lot for Sale
Date: June-15-16 3:16:27 PM

Hello Carol,
i would like to be put on the agenda for the next available council meeting, concerning the building lot
that my brokerage has Listed until June 16 2016.
I am willing to speak and answer questions for the councillors.
It is my recommendation that the lot be re-listed for sale at a price of $35000, for a period of 3
months.

Thanks,
Larry Wilson
Royal LePage Don Hamilton Real Estate Ltd.
Listowel, ON
519-291-0808

mailto:lpwilson71@hotmail.com
mailto:clerk@town.howick.on.ca


 

Township of Howick Council Meeting Minutes June 7, 2016 
 
Present: Reeve Art Versteeg 

Deputy Reeve Robert Clarkson 
 Councillor Doug Harding 
 Councillor Linda Henhoeffer 
  Councillor Randy Scott 
  Recreation Facilities Manager Eric McDougall 
  Fire Chief/CEMC Shawn Edwards 
  Treasurer/Tax Collector Jean Hughes 
 Public Works Coordinator/CBO Wray Wilson 
 Clerk Carol Watson 
 
1. Call to Order 

Reeve Versteeg called the meeting to order at 7 pm and welcomed everyone in 
attendance.  

2. Acceptance of Agenda 

Moved by Councillor Henhoeffer; Seconded by Councillor Scott: 
Be it resolved that Council approve the agenda as presented. Carried. Resolution 
No. 167/16 

3. Declaration of Pecuniary Interest 

No one declared a pecuniary interest at this time. 

4. Canine Control Tribunal  

Correspondence received from Geraldine Jennings requesting permission to buy five 
dog tags was discussed. Howick’s Canine Control By-law 21-2014, Section 4 states no 
person may keep more than three dogs per single property. Council did not want to set 
a precedent and agreed to allow four dogs only and gave Geraldine three months to 
become compliant.  

Moved by Councillor Scott; Seconded by Councillor Harding: 
Be it resolved that Council, sitting as Howick’s Canine Control Tribunal, grant 
permission to Geraldine Jennings to purchase four dog tags for 2016 at a cost of 
$150.00, to be in compliance within 3 months, September 7, 2016. Carried. 
Resolution No. 168/16 

5. Approval of Minutes  

Moved by Deputy Reeve Clarkson; Seconded by Councillor Henhoeffer: 
Be it resolved that Council approve the minutes of the May 17, 2016 Council 
meeting as presented. Carried. Resolution No. 169/16 

6. Business Arising 

The Howick Bloomers proposed new flowerbed at the Howick Community Centre was 
discussed.  
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The Bloomers requested $2,000 from the cash in lieu of parkland fund and for Howick to 
act as Treasurer for the project. Report to Council-Recreation-2016-008 which included 
comments in support of the flowerbed from Recreation Facilities Manager McDougall 
was reviewed.   

Moved by Councillor Scott; Seconded by Councillor Harding: 
Be it resolved that Council approve the transfer of $2,000 from the cash in lieu of 
parkland fund to the Howick Bloomers for the new flowerbed at the Howick 
Community Centre. Carried. Resolution No. 170/16 

7. Planning Report 

Planner Craig Metzger, Huron County Planning & Development Department 

Planner Metzger presented consent application report for File B19 and B20/16 in the 
name of Emma and Nathaniel Martin for property described as Concession 15, Part  
Lot 6 for the purpose of creating a new lot and an enlarged abutting lot. Planner 
Metzger recommended approval with conditions for both applications. 

Reeve Versteeg advised that although this was not a public meeting, he would allow 
questions from the audience. 

Nathaniel Martin, owner of the subject property was in attendance and thanked Planner 
Metzger for his presentation. 

Cornelius Reinink asked what the intention for the retained parcel was. Nathaniel 
provided an answer and Planner Metzger provided clarification. 

Reeve Versteeg advised that he received a letter from Jackie and John Reinink in 
opposition prior to the start of the meeting.  

Cornelius asked where the lane for the house would be if one was built on the Gorrie 
Line Produce lot and advised that there are wetlands on the property.  

Moved by Deputy Reeve Clarkson; Seconded by Councillor Henhoeffer: 
Be it resolved that Council receive the report for Consent Application File B19/16 
as submitted by Huron County Planner Craig Metzger; and further, that if the 
consent application be granted provisional consent, Council recommends the 
following municipal conditions apply: 
- The sum of $500 be paid to Howick as cash-in-lieu of parkland. 
- Provide to the satisfaction of Howick: 

a) a survey showing the lot lines of the severed parcel and the location of any 
buildings thereon, and 
b) a reference plan based on the approved survey. 

- Where a violation of any municipal zoning by-law is evident, the appropriate 
minor variance or rezoning be obtained to the satisfaction of Howick.  
- The severed land be rezoned to the appropriate zone to recognize a reduced 
Minimum Distance Separation to the satisfaction of Howick. 
- Section 65 of the Drainage Act be addressed to the satisfaction of Howick. 
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- That the applicant provide a written declaration acknowledging that the existing 
livestock barn to the west of the severed parcel has a maximum capacity of 4 
nutrient units unless otherwise permitted by a rezoning or minor variance to the 
satisfaction of Howick. 
- That the severed parcel be subject to site plan control approval under Section 
41 of the Planning Act to the satisfaction of Howick. Carried. Resolution No. 171/16 

Planner Metzger clarified whether a barn could be built on the lot created by B19/16. 

Moved by Councillor Henhoeffer; Seconded by Councillor Scott: 
Be it resolved that Council receive the report for Consent Application File B20/16 
as submitted by Huron County Planner Craig Metzger; and further, that if the 
consent application be granted provisional consent, Council recommends the 
following municipal conditions apply: 
- Provide to the satisfaction of Howick: 

a) a survey showing the lot lines of the severed parcel and the location of any 
buildings thereon, and 
b) a reference plan based on the approved survey. 

- Where a violation of any municipal zoning by-law is evident, the appropriate 
minor variance or rezoning be obtained to the satisfaction of Howick.  
- The severed land be rezoned to the appropriate zone to the satisfaction of 
Howick. 
- Section 65 of the Drainage Act be addressed to the satisfaction of Howick. 
-  The severed land merge on title with the abutting property to the west upon 
issuance of the certificate under Section 53(42) of the Planning Act, RSO 1990, as 
amended. 
- A firm undertaking be provided to the satisfaction of the County from the 
solicitor acting for the parties indicating that: 

a) the severed land and the abutting property to the west will be consolidated 
into one P.I.N. under the Land Titles system; or 
b) where consolidation is not possible as the parcels to be merged are 
registered in two different systems (e.g. the Registry or Land Titles system), a 
notice will be registered in both systems indicating that the parcels have 
merged with one another and are considered to be one parcel with respect to 
Section 50 (3) or (5) of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, C P.13 as amended. 

- Section 50(3) or (5) of the Planning Act, RSO 1990, as amended, applies to any 
subsequent conveyance or transaction of the severed land. 
- That the applicant provide a written declaration acknowledging that the existing 
livestock barn has a maximum capacity of 4 nutrient units unless otherwise 
permitted by a rezoning or minor variance, to the satisfaction of Howick. Carried. 
Resolution No. 172/16 

8. Staff Reports 

8.1 Recreation Facilities Manager Eric McDougall 

Recreation Facilities Manager McDougall presented report to Council-Recreation-2016-
005 recommending approval of the Howick 160th Committee’s request for additional 
profit share. 
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Moved by Councillor Henhoeffer; Seconded by Councillor Harding: 
Be it resolved that Council approve the additional 25% profit share for the Howick 
160th events being held July 29 to July 31, 2016. Carried. Resolution No. 173/16 

Manager McDougall also presented report to Council-Recreation-2016-006 
recommending hiring of 2016 pool staff and answered a question regarding the number 
of applications received. 

Moved by Councillor Scott; Seconded by Councillor Harding: 
Be it resolved that Council approve the hiring of Vienna Van Veen and  
Nicole Sanburn as Instructor Guards (Step 4) and Troy Walther and Carly Kreller 
as Life Guards in Training (Step 1 as per Howick’s seasonal staff pay grid) at the 
Howick pool for the 2016 season, effective May 30, 2016. Carried. Resolution  
No. 174/16 

Manager McDougall also presented report to Council-Recreation-2016-009 seeking 
approval to proceed with a Canada 150th Infrastructure Program application. Staff 
answered questions regarding liability and how much water would be used. Reeve 
Versteeg questioned where the other 50% of the money would come from if the 
application was approved. Council discussed using the park land reserves instead of 
recreation reserves.  

Moved by Councillor Harding; Seconded by Councillor Scott: 
Be it resolved that Council direct staff to proceed with the application for the 
Canada 150th Infrastructure Program to renovate the Howick Pool park area to 
include a new, fully accessible playground space and splash pad. Carried. 
Resolution No. 175/16 

Council questioned how the plans for Howick 160th celebration were coming and if there 
were any staffing issues. 

8.2 Fire Chief/CEMC Shawn Edwards 

Fire Chief/CEMC Edwards presented report to Council-Fire Department-2016-08 
providing information on Huron County EMS medical tiered response. Council 
discussed the cost and effectiveness of the service.  

8.3 Treasurer-Tax Collector Jean Hughes 

Treasurer-Tax Collector Hughes presented report to Council-Finance-2016-10 including 
the accounts payable; insurance renewal options; Municipal Law Program update and 
budget comparison. 

Moved by Councillor Scott; Seconded by Deputy Reeve Clarkson: 
Be it resolved that Council approve the accounts payable and/or paid listing from 
May 13 to June 2, 2016 in the amount of $238,741.23. Carried. Resolution  
No. 176/16 
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Moved by Councillor Harding; Seconded by Councillor Scott: 
Be it resolved that Council authorizes the recommended increase of the Liability 
Limit to $20,000,000 at an additional cost of $1,885.00 per annum, to be included 
in the annual insurance renewal offered by Cowan Insurance for the 12 month 
term starting July 1st, 2016 for a total annual premium of $96,601 plus applicable 
taxes. Carried. Resolution No. 177/16 

Treasurer Hughes also presented report to Council-Finance-2016-11 regarding 
Keystone Complete and Easy Pay that was proposed and included in the 2016 budget 
and answered questions.  

Moved by Councillor Scott; Seconded by Councillor Henhoeffer: 
Be it resolved that Council approve the purchase of Keystone Complete and Easy 
Pay. Carried. Resolution No. 178/16 

8.4 Public Works Coordinator/CBO Wray Wilson 

Public Works Coordinator Wilson presented a report ending June 3, 2016 including the 
following: 

Roads: Public Works staff operations; request from Fordwich Village Nursing Home to 
close road 

Moved by Deputy Reeve Clarkson; Seconded by Councillor Harding: 
Be it resolved that Council approve the closure of part of Adelaide Street in front 
of the Fordwich Village Nursing Home on Friday June 10, 2016 from 3 until  
6:30 pm for the Antique Car Show. Carried. Resolution No. 179/16 

Building: report to May 31/16; Ontario Building Code Act and Ontario Building Code 
Enforcement 
Other: Howick municipal office furnace 

Moved by Deputy Reeve Clarkson; Seconded by Councillor Scott: 
Be it resolved that Council approve the quote received from Gabel Electric, 
Plumbing and Heating Limited for a propane furnace and air conditioner to be 
installed at the Howick municipal office at a cost of $6,550 + HST. Carried. 
Resolution No. 180/16 

8.5 Clerk Carol Watson 

Report to Council-Clerk-2016-12 recommending approval of the Howick Township 
website refresh was presented. 

Moved by Councillor Scott; Seconded by Councillor Harding: 
Be it resolved that Council approve the web refresh development by OSiM 
Interactive at a cost of $4,000 + HST. Carried. Resolution No. 181/16 

9. Council Committee and Board Reports 

Minutes from the Belmore Arena Board meeting held April 18, 2016 were received. 

Minutes from the Fordwich Village Management Board meeting held May 10, 2016 were 
received. 

Minutes from the Gorrie Hall Board meeting held March 14, 2016 were received. 
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Minutes from the Howick 160th Celebration Committee meetings held May 2 and  
16, 2016 were received. 

Minutes from the Howick Economic Development Committee meeting held  
May 31, 2016 were received.  

Reeve Versteeg advised that receiving these minutes would approve the Economic 
Development Assistant job description, appoint Rosemary Rognvaldson as an EDC 
member and hire Karling Wright for an 8 week summer ED position.  

Minutes from the Wroxeter Village Management Board meeting held May 16, 2016 were 
received. 

Minutes from the Wroxeter Hall Board meeting held April 4, 2016 were received. 

Minutes from the Maitland Valley Conservation Authority Board of Directors meeting 
held April 20, 2016 were received. 

Minutes from the Coalition for Huron Injury Prevention meeting held April 13, 2016 were 
received. 

Moved by Councillor Scott; Seconded by Deputy Reeve Clarkson: 
Be it resolved that Council receive the minutes from the Council Committee and 
Boards included in the June 7, 2016 agenda. Carried. Resolution No. 182/16 

10. Correspondence 

Correspondence received from Pete King, Howick 160th Committee member requesting 
a letter from Council be sent and signed by Public Works Head requesting Huron 
County Road 87 be closed for the parade scheduled for July 30, 2016 from 11 am to  
1 pm was discussed. Council directed Public Works Coordinator Wilson to clarify what 
Pete wants/needs.  

Correspondence received from Howick 160th Committee offering sponsorship 
opportunities was noted and filed. 

Council discussed placing an ad for Howick 160th in the July issue of What’s Happening 
and agreed this was not necessary. 

Correspondence received from the Royal Canadian Legion Ontario Command 
requesting support for their 3rd annual “Military Service Recognition Book” was noted 
and filed. 

Correspondence received from Avon Maitland District School Board inviting an elected 
official to meet with trustees of the School Board was discussed. 

Moved by Councillor Scott; Seconded by Councillor Harding: 
Be it resolved that Council approve the attendance of Reeve Versteeg to meet 
with trustees of the Avon Maitland District School Board on June 22, 2016. 
Carried. Resolution No. 183/16 

Correspondence received from the Municipality of Brockton requesting support to their 
resolution regarding Saugeen Valley Conservation Authority Board’s permitting process 
was discussed. 
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Moved by Councillor Scott; Seconded by Councillor Harding: 
Be it resolved that Council support the Municipality of Brockton’s resolution 
“Request to Saugeen Valley Conservation Authority”. Carried. Resolution  
No. 184/16 

Correspondence received from the Municipality of Chatham-Kent requesting support to 
their resolution regarding the Climate Change Action Plan was discussed. 

Moved by Councillor Scott; Seconded by Deputy Reeve Clarkson: 
Be it resolved that Council support the Municipality of Chatham-Kent’s resolution 
strongly urging the Government of Ontario to reconsider any policy or strategy 
within the forthcoming "Climate Change Action Plan" that would force rural 
residents and businesses to replace the most affordable energy option available, 
natural gas, with more expensive options. Carried. Resolution No. 185/16 

Correspondence received from the Township of North Huron inviting attendance at 
municipal night at the Blyth Festival was discussed. Council directed staff to order the 
complimentary tickets. 

Correspondence received from Huron County inviting attendance at the annual 
Warden’s Charity Golf Tournament was noted and filed. 

Correspondence received from the Municipality of Huron East providing notice of 
adoption of an Official Plan Amendment was noted and filed. 

Correspondence received from Bruce County providing notice of a decision of their 
Official Plan Amendment was noted and filed. 

Correspondence received from the Ministry of Energy advising of the beginning of the 
development of the next Long-Term Energy Plan was noted and filed. 

11.  By-laws and Motions 

Moved by Councillor Harding; Seconded by Councillor Scott: 
Be it resolved that Council have no objection to the Fordwich Community Parks 
Association making application to the LCBO for a Special Occasion Permit to 
have a bar at the Fordwich Ball Park on June 24, 2016 in conjunction with Wing 
Night; and further, proclaim the event of municipal significance. Carried. 
Resolution No. 186/16 

Moved by Councillor Scott; Seconded by Councillor Henhoeffer: 
Be it resolved that Council approve amendments to the Economic Development 
Committee Terms of Reference as presented. Carried. Resolution No. 187/16 

Moved by Deputy Reeve Clarkson; Seconded by Councillor Henhoeffer: 
Be it resolved that Council give first, second and third and final reading to By-law 
No. 27-2016; being a by-law to authorize an Adopt-a-Road Pilot Program. Carried. 
Resolution No.188/16 

12. Closed Session 

Council proceeded into closed session in order to discuss matters pertaining to labour 
relations or employee negotiations (building inspection service in Howick) and adoption 
of the May 17, 2016 closed meeting minutes. 
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Moved by Councillor Scott; Seconded by Deputy Reeve Clarkson: 
Be it resolved that Council go into “Closed Session” at 9:11 pm under Section 
239 of the Municipal Act, 2001 as amended, to discuss matters pertaining to 
labour relations or employee negotiations; and that CBO Wilson and Clerk 
Watson remain in attendance. Carried. Resolution No. 189/16 

Moved by Councillor Harding; Seconded by Councillor Henhoeffer: 
Be it resolved that Council adjourn the “Closed Session” at 9:54 pm. Carried. 
Resolution No. 190/16 

Moved by Deputy Reeve Clarkson; Seconded by Councillor Henhoeffer: 
Be it resolved that Council approves direction given to staff in Closed Session. 
Carried. Resolution No. 191/16  

13. Adjournment 

Moved by Councillor Scott; Seconded by Councillor Harding: 
Be it resolved that Council give first, second and third and final reading to By-law 
No. 28-2016; being a by-law to confirm the actions of Council at their June 7, 2016 
Council meeting. Carried. Resolution No. 192/16 

Moved by Deputy Reeve Clarkson; Seconded by Councillor Scott: 
Be it resolved that Council adjourn the Council meeting at 9:55 pm. Carried. 
Resolution No. 193/16 
 
 
         
Reeve Art Versteeg  Clerk Carol Watson 



 

 

 

Report to Council – Recreation – 2016 - 007 

Title of Report: Recreation department information report 
 
From:  Eric McDougall  
 
Date:  June 15th, 2016 
 
Recommendation: Information only 
 
Background:  Providing a department update and future objectives. 
 
Staff Comments:   
 
Arena:   

 Lobby painting has been completed in neutral colours approx. 5 gallons of paint 
to do 2 coats on all surfaces at a cost of approx. 200$+labour; example below. 
 

                                    
  

 

 The Auditorium floor has been refinished using a clear coat water-based 
polyurethane.  It was lightly screened and scrubbed before refinishing. Example 
below; 

         



 Stock of roller skates were sold and removed by roller sk8’s R us for a sale price 
of $500. Former skate sharpening storage room will be re-used as beer/supply 
storage. 

 The water softener system that was installed in 2013/14 was turned back on and 
has resolved the hard water stain issues in the dressing room facilities.  Currently 
sourcing prices to install a dedicated water line from the well to the compressor 
to be able to continue running the water softener’s in the winter months.  

Upcoming Objectives; 

 The continued painting of the Arena interior walls, and South and east exterior 
arena walls (time and assistance permitting).    

 The sourcing and repair of the leaks on the arena roof some patches were 
completed in-house; only thing pending is the fabrication of a cover to waterproof 
what previously was an exhaust fan.   

 Arena contract review to be completed by end of June; and ice user meeting to 
be scheduled mid-July to start planning 2016/17 arena schedule. 

 Planning and promoting of the September Cruise Night Roller Derby Event put 
on by the Renegade Roller Dames 

 Pursuit of the 150th infrastructure grant and sponsorship sourcing. 
 
 
Pool: 
 
Start-up commenced on May 30th, 2016; two leaks in the particle filter and in the UV 
light for the domestic water were discovered upon start-up.  UV light was not properly 
winterized causing the glass tube that shielded the UV light from water to break inside 
the housing; both housing and bulb are on order.  The particle filter was repaired in 
house at a cost of $30. 
 
The pool, pool house and pool garden were fully cleaned and sanitized by the guard 
staff and allowed for a successful start-up inspection conducted by the Health Unit on 
the morning of June 14th with no recommendations for improvement. 
 
The heaters were serviced by Gables Plumbing and Heating due to freeze up in the 
compressor closest to the pool.  This was caused by a lack of refrigerant.  Unit was 
topped up and everything is working normal. 
 
Upcoming Objectives; 
 

 We will be selling hot dogs and chocolate milk on the Fridays of the June swim 
lessons to help fundraise for new pool toys.  

 A proposed movie night is in the process of being finalized in hopes to set a date 
during the July swim lessons. 

 Head Guard/Assistant heard guard are looking into the possibility of hosting a 
Lifeguard camp which is a course that is offered to anyone interested in 
becoming a lifeguard.  The camp provides a general overview of what’s required 



in an attempt to promote lifeguarding as future summer employment and 
generate revenue. 

 Continued painting of the remainder of the pool house – office area and 
corridors. 

 
 
 
Water Samples: 
 
May samples conducted for Fordwich Hall and the Howick Pool have come back with a 
0 coliform 0 ecoli reading.  Unfortunately the Fordwich Ball Park has some ongoing 
issues with the level of Coliform and has yet to be resolved.  The three samples taken 
for the ball park came back at 11/15/6 coliform; I have been advised to chlorinate the 
well for 24 hours before resampling which will be conducted between June 16th-19th.  
Resampling will be submitted on June 20th.  Warning signs have been posted at the 
Fordwich Ball Park Pavillion and the Ball Park washrooms; and will remain there until a 
reading of 0 coliform/0 ecoli is reached. 
 
 
 
Financial Impact: N/A  
 
Respectfully submitted: Eric McDougall – Recreation Facilities Manager 



 

 

Report to Council Fire/CEMC -2016-09 

Title of Report: Department Update 
 
From: Shawn Edwards 
 
Date: 2016-06-21 
 
Call Report: May 3-June 15 - 2 Medical, Mutual Aid 1 (assist FDNH at fire), Automatic 
Alarm 1 (cooking)  
 
Operations: 
All in service turnout gear has been sent for annual cleaning, testing and repairs 
2-4 Annual pump and ladder testing complete, pump needed numerous repairs, 
investigating issues with dash gauges not working 
2-7 required new batteries, investigating light issues and battery charging issues 
Working on updating, creating some operational guidelines 
 
Pub Ed/Service: Monthly What’s Happening Colum, History of the Fire Dept. for 160th, 

Cruise Night, Swing Into Summer at Howick School was a success, Planning to 

participate in various activities for the 160th. 

Inspections: Follow up inspection to be completed on outstanding Fire Safety 

Inspection Orders issued in May. 

Personnel: Applications were reviewed at an Officers Meeting, Interviews were held for 
two candidates by the Deputy Chief and myself. Recommend the hiring of Michael 
Jennings and Tianna Grant to begin a 3 month probationary/training period. Following 
successful completion added to the Fire Dept. payroll Oct 1 2016. 
Captain Jamie Stewart received 25 year service medal from the OFMEM at a ceremony 
in London June 9.  
 
Health & Safety: Monthly workplace inspections complete, JHSC meeting held and 
workplace first aid kit updated and expired items replaced to meet OHSA Std. A first aid 
kit has also been added to be used at training and public event activities. 
 
CEMC: Joint Pub Ed EPweek events were successful it is expected to do these again 
next year. Working on a table top exercise for this year, program committee to meet and 
discuss 2016 compliance items, exercise date(s), training for 2016, updates to plan. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted: Shawn Edwards – Fire Chief/CEMC 











Township of Howick

June 21, 2016

Cheq # Date Vender Name Amount

DD 6/10/2016 Clarkson, Robert $679.23

DD 6/10/2016 Miller Cameron, Shelley $87.00

DD 6/10/2016 Harding, Doug $643.36

DD 6/10/2016 Scott, Randy $816.88

DD 6/10/2016 Versteeg, Art $850.00

DD 6/10/2016 Henhoeffer, Linda $806.33

16423 C 6/21/2016 5 Aeration Plus $1,891.60

16424 C 6/21/2016 54 Avon Maitland District School Board $180,723.43

16425 C 6/21/2016 607 Bloodhound $54.24

16426 C 6/21/2016 100 R.J. Burnside & Associates Limited $2,313.22

16427 C 6/21/2016 489 Clarkson Sign & Design $500.00

16428 C 6/21/2016 11 County of Huron $417,518.00

16429 C 6/21/2016 191 Da-Lee Dust Control $52,959.38

16430 C 6/21/2016 62 D'Arcey Sand & Gravel Ltd. $1,103.55

16431 C 6/21/2016 113 Fordwich Tire Ltd $3,168.52

16432 C 6/21/2016 800 Foster Plumbing & Heating $113.85

16433 C 6/21/2016 92 Francotyp-Postalia Canada $145.60

16434 C 6/21/2016 659 Heinmiller Repairs Ltd $392.02

16435 C 6/21/2016 254 Hohnstein Excavating $344.65

16436 C 6/21/2016 316 Horton's Dairy $41.40

16437 C 6/21/2016 55 Huron- Perth County Roman Catholic Separate Scho $11,884.08

16438 C 6/21/2016 64 Ideal Supply Company Ltd $316.38

16439 C 6/21/2016 175 Jamie Stewart $123.00

16440 C 6/21/2016 861 Lisa Gibson $431.00

16441 C 6/21/2016 160 Lynn Hoy Enterprises $33.90

16442 C 6/21/2016 15 MacEwen Truck Repair $149.16

16443 C 6/21/2016 499 McGavin Farm Equipment $59.66

16444 C 6/21/2016 630 Miller Thompson LLP $192.10

16445 C 6/21/2016 178 Municipality of Morris-Turnberry $104.21

16446 C 6/21/2016 3 North Wellington Co-Operative Services Inc $4,221.86

16447 C 6/21/2016 785 OSiM INTERACTIVE $2,260.00

16448 C 6/21/2016 95 P Inglis Holdings Inc. $129.95

16449 C 6/21/2016 689 PBJ Cleaning Depot $162.64

16450 C 6/21/2016 22 Purolator Courier Ltd. $65.70

16451 C 6/21/2016 120 Ralph Metcalfe $322.57

16452 C 6/21/2016 68 Receiver General for Canada  108132861 RP $20,078.41

16453 C 6/21/2016 779 S2 Safety Solutions $63.27

16454 C 6/21/2016 750 SaniGear $1,306.85

16455 C 6/21/2016 756 Shawn Edwards $50.00

16456 C 6/21/2016 351 Technical Standards Safety Authourity $100.00

16457 C 6/21/2016 696 Tormont Cat $921.40

16458 C 6/21/2016 367 Township of Howick (160th) $8,200.00

16459 C 6/21/2016 29 USTI Canada Inc $27,995.75

16460 C 6/21/2016 420 Waste Management $8,509.80

16461 C 6/21/2016 74 Watson's Building Centre $904.28

16463 C 6/21/2016 748 Wayne Brown $136.55



16464 C 6/21/2016 94 Wightman Telecom Ltd $1,021.73

16465 C 6/21/2016 89 Wingham Advance Times $1,086.16

16466 C 6/21/2016 167 Wroxeter Hall Board $75.00

Sub Total $756,057.67

Payroll - June 15 $20,589.19

Total Expenditures $776,646.86

Prepared by:

Brenda Weishar 06/16/16 GL Balances $891,337.45



 Howick 160th Celebration Committee 

Minutes 
June 6th, 2016 at 8:00pm, Howick Arena, Upstairs 

 

1. Welcome  - Co-Chairs Blair Gibson and Aaron Harding 

2. Review Minutes-minutes were handed out and emailed prior to meeting.  Pete will look into 

getting a large propane tank to share between the groups who are using propane.  A Motion 

was made to pass Minutes.  All in Favor  

3. Sponsorship – Last Minute Ones, cut off Wednesday.  Waste Management will donate 2 big 

dump bins and 12 wheelie bins.  Value of about $500.  

4. Budget-Miranda had a rough treasures report.  Donations sitting at $42,385.  Currently sitting in 

not to bad of shape, there are still some big expenses to come out.  

5. Souvenirs – Sonya and Coreen set up at the market.  Sold some pieces.  Sonya also went to the 

Gorrie hall after, sold a few more pieces.  She also plans on taking them to the Fordwich wing 

night.  Pete confirmed the cost of playing cards at $5/pk, ordered 100 packs.  Also confirmed 

cooler packs with the 160th labels.  Ordering 150 @ $16.60 and will plan to sell them for $25.  

Ordering an extra 50 labels in case they sell out.  Koozies, $0.95 for 750 plus $60 set up per logo.  

Dave will confirm the quantities each platinum sponsor wants.  Selling them at $1.50 ea for 

extras.  

6. Decorations-Selling well.  WI is working hard and getting lots of orders.   

7. Booklet –Sharon has a good start on the Booklet.  Committee reviewed what she has so far.  

Front cover, Arena as a base of the community.   Sharon confirmed several details and identified 

who would gather more info where needed. 

8. Advertising-Sharon has a deal with the radio; $500 will get $2000 worth of advertising.   Sign guy 

contacted Alyssa and will change it up.  Members wondered if we should start advertising bbq 

tickets, dance tickets, souvenirs…Alyssa will contact him.  Marilyn will order wrist bands for age 

of majority events.  4 colors 1000 of each.  Security will be checking Id and putting bands on and 

taking them off as guests enter and exit the licensed areas. 

9. Ticket Sales – Dance tickets, need to do a big push the First week of July.  Marilyn will take them 

to Watson’s and The Wroxeter Variety.  They are also available at The Bare Necessities and all 

committee members.  BBQ tickets, 5 weeks to sell until numbers need to be confirmed.  Tickets 

will be available at the same locations and committee members.  Tickets are ordered, just 

waiting on their delivery.  Will be available in all the same locations as dance tickets. 

10. Site Plans – Going well.  Several community members have contacted Aaron to say they can 

help.  Coreen suggested that a garbage can should be at each bus stop. 

11. Organizing Volunteers-Miranda started a bar schedule, with suggestions of how many should be 

at each job.  Thinking 2 hour shifts.  She had detailed notes from Wingham to work with.   

Members felt we all need to get our smart serve so we are available if needed.  Members 

agreed that we should not be assigned to stations, floaters are needed. 

12. Smart Serve Course-Eric will schedule one for Wednesday, June 29th @ 7:30 pm.  Alyssa will post 

to Facebook. 

13. Other Business-Sonya spoke with Gay Lea about a reefer truck.  They will confirm if we can use 

it, Sonya is confident we will be able use it.  If so, they would then be considered a gold sponsor. 

Transportation - started a schedule and identified bus stops for each village.   Bus leaves arena 

hourly and is in each village on the quarter.  Bus will stop at arena on the way from Gorrie to 

Fordwich.  Dai to talk to Elliott’s to see if they have suggestions about timing or anything 

14. Next Meeting, every Monday from now till event. 

15. Adjournment   10:45 

 



June 13, 2016 

Attendees:  

Coreen Harding, Aaron Harding, Pete King, Dave Robertson, Sharon D'Arcy, Miranda deBoer, Blair Gibson 

Welcome  - Aaron Welcomed everyone 

Review Minutes – All good 

Sponsorship – Last Minute Ones 

 Reviewed listed…. A few cheques still need to be picked up 

 Chambers Fuels – Donated 420 tank for weekend 

 Pete Inglis will be doing a donation 

 Gay Lea truck being donated and being delivered Thursday – Brad will deliver 

Budget 

 Sitting good…. $44,315 in Sponsor Donations 

 Current balance of $17,654.48 

 Sitting even after outstanding budget items 

 No discount on shitters – will pay full price and they will do donation back 

 

Booklet –  

 Added some last minute sponsors 

 Add Chambers Fuels – Donated 420 propane tank for the weekend.   

Advertising 

 $820 + HST Blackburn Radio advertising proposal - Motion by Blair, seconded by Pete 

o 8 (15 second) commercials on CKNX AM920 + 7 bonus commercials 

o 8 (15 second) commercials on Classic Rock 94.5 + 7 bonus commercials 

o 9 (15 second) commercials on 101.7 The One + 6 bonus commericals 

o Big Box Web Ad on CKNX AM 920 & 101.7 The One for 4 weeks 

 Facebook page needs to be fixed from group to event 

 Look at free website – wix 

 Advertising what the funds are going towards – service clubs supporting event and hope to support a project 

in the community 

 Meeting to be held after all is complete to determine where funds will be put towards 

BBQ Ticket Sales 

 Ticket Sales – keep track of numbers 

 

Review Transportation 

 Presented 2 Options – Can get picked up and dropped off every hour 

 Offer busing to Church group on Sunday 



 Sharon Advertising schedule in booklet 

 Using Option #2 – motion made by Blair, second by Dave 

 Starting at 6pm on Friday night in Wroxeter – 1am 

 Saturday starting at 10am – 2am 

 Sunday starting at 9am – 1am 

Organizing Volunteers 

 Discussion around collecting for Fireworks with buckets 

Smart Serve  

 Eric looking at ordering 40 booklets – booklets must be used within 3 months 

 Sending notes to parks boards, ball teams, optimist – trying to fill course 

 Will find out from Eric how he would like us to register 

Other Business 

 Chicken wings – 20 cases - $150 / case – half will be frozen – have to pay cash / picking up Thursday night 

 Beer – Wait until Eric comes back with opinions from Molson contact – Decision must be made by June 27th  

 

 

Next Meeting - Monday June 20th – 8pm 

 



May 2,2016 Wroxeter Hall Board Minutes 

1. Members Present  Marvin Grimes,Sherry Snell,Mary Jane Coxon,Brian 

McBurney,Dianne McArhur,Cam Edgar, Carol Edgar,Rhonda Lee Buchanan, 

Geo. Patterson  

2. Secretaries Report by Brian McBurney     1st Marvin Grimes    2nd Geo. 

Patterson    Carried as presented  Carried  

3. Financial Report by Mary Jane Coxon    All bills are paid,inventory in good 

shape, money in bank for repairs & operations .   1st  Rhonda  Lee Buchanan    

2nd  Marvin Grimes      Carried as presented !!! 

4. Diane & Country Cavaliers     Show will be on May 6 ,2016,   Dianne will do 

the 50/50 Draw,  Rhonda Lee will look after the Donation jar ,  Brian 

McBurney will bartend . 

5. Generator Project    $7414 in bank so enough to go ahead, Cam is going to 

trade show to purchase the Generator & supplies !! 

6. Fish Fry       Fish Fry will be on June,9, 2016,    Gearld  Smith suppling the 

beans , Brian McBurney will order Dixie Cups from Horton’s Dairy, 172 

needed ,assorted flavours , Brian McBurney will be at the door ! 

7. Other Business  Sign is fixed,John Cox here to fix it ,  UV system still not 

working correctly    Brian Dobbyn is to get in touch with the manufacturer 

re a solution to the problem ,  LED lights in Sharon Brown’s memory will be 

bought by Cam at the trade show . 

8. Picnic Tables   That we order 4 new cedar tables from Martin Cedar @ $160 

+ HST  ,  Brian McBurney will order the tables     1st  Marvin Grimes   2nd  

Dianne McArthur     Carried .     Tables to be ready A.S.A.P. 

9. Open Disscusion     Look into getting someone to provide computer training 

for board Members ,  Get retraining for the defibrulator in the fall  as an 

update and for new members or anyone interested ,   Perry White is happy 

with the way that the garage is being handled now , 

10. Appreciation Night     Having an appreciation night for supporters with BBQ 

burgers & corn on the cob in August     1st     Sherry Snell      2nd  Marvin 

Grimes         Carried 



11.  Front of Hall  Eileen Clarkson is going to design awnings for the one 

window  ,above the sign , and on the date block .   Mark Breckenbridge is 

going to make a horse & buggy sculptor with the horses head in 3D from 

the wall for the south window . Estimated cost $5000   1st   Rhonda Lee 

Buchanan     2nd  Marvin Grimes      Carried as presented  

12.  Next Meeting  Mon, May , 30,2016 @ 7 PM @ Hall. 

13. Adjounment   This meeting be adjourned at 8.30 PM    1st    Sherry Snell    

2nd  Carol Edgar      Carried  

 

CHAIRMAN                                                                SECRETARY 



Coalition for Huron Injury Prevention:  CHIP

Draft minutes for Wednesday, May 11th, 2016

Present:  Paul Bollinger (ACW), Sean Wraight (MTO), Dave Frayne (South Huron), Brock Vodden (North 
Huron), Laura Armstrong (Huron County Health Unit), Sharen Zinn (Morris Turnberry), Jamie Stanley 
(Huron OPP), Linda Henhoeffer (Howick)

Regrets:  Tim Poole (Wingham Police Service), Michele Hansen (Goderich), Marnie Hill (Bluewater), 
Mike Alcock (Huron County Public Works / Highways)

Agenda Items Discussion Action Items

1.   Welcome and call to order Chair Zinn opened the meeting

2.   Agenda

2.1   Additions to the Agenda:  n/a
2.2   Adoption of the Agenda Motion:  Frayne Seconded:  Vodden Carried

3.   Review of Minutes of April 13th , 2016 meeting

3.1   Additions / Revisions:  n/a
3.2   Approval of Minutes Motion:  Vodden Seconded:  Armstrong Carried

4.   Review of Action Items

4.1   Spring Newsletter -  ready to distribute to municipalities and County council

4.2   MTO Grant application -  re Hallowe'en Child Safety Initiative and Road Safety Forum
-  Armstrong getting application ready to submit; refer to 6.2

4.3   Speed Sign paperwork -  Armstrong has letter and MOU re use of Speed Sign ready to
be sent to municipalities

4.4   Funding of speed Sign insurance -  deferred to June meeting

4.5   Bike Rodeo progress -   ready to print materials re 'how to conduct a bike 
rodeo'; e.g.,  setting up of stations to highlight 
safety points / issues, quick quiz, etc.

5.   Financial Reports and Updates   (Armstrong)

-   Armstrong distributed financial statements



-   $3,000 grant from County received

6.   New Business

6.1   Seniors Safe Driving Presentation in Fordwich on June 1st, 2016

-  details were finalized; expectation of a good turn out again

6.2   Road Safety Forum (fall 2016)

-   Armstrong distributed drafts for agenda, potential meeting sites, possible guest speakers, 
costing and list of attendees

-   Armstrong and Wraight to work on MTO grant application to assist with costs

7.   Correspondence:  n/a

8.   Meeting Summary:  i)   Spring Newsletter ready to be distributed
  ii)   increasing interest and number of Bike Rodeos in area
 iii)   Road Safety Forum to be held in fall 2016

9.   Next meeting:  Wednesday, June 8th at 9:30 am at Health Unit in Clinton

10  Adjournment:  Bollinger





Coalition for Huron Injury Prevention 
Health & Library Complex 

77722B London Rd. 
Clinton, ON  N0M 1L0 

 
June 3, 2016 

Dear Carol Watson, 

The speed sign is out for the season and we hope you’ll use it to help promote safe roads in your 

communities. 

With the increasing popularity of the sign, we want the borrowing process to be easy. We are continuing 

to use the process adopted last year, detailed below.  

 

Memorandum of Understanding 

Please find attached a revised memorandum of understanding. We ask that your municipality fill this out 

once for the whole year, and provide a certificate of insurance. This allows you to borrow the sign 

multiple times during the year without extra paperwork. 

Concerned Citizens 

To make it easier for municipalities and their citizens to communicate about the sign, we are cutting out 

the “middle man”. Concerned constituents will now be directed to their municipalities for speed sign 

requests. If your municipality decides the sign is an appropriate response to the issue, the municipality 

(with the help of their CHIP member, if applicable) can arrange the “who” and the “how” of sign use in 

their community. 

Improving Response Time 

In the past, we’ve required some requests to go to council for approval. This will no longer be required. 

We trust the expertise of your municipal employees & CHIP member as to whether or not the sign is a 

well-suited response to a speed issue. 

Process 

When you’ve decided to use the speed sign, please contact Laura Armstrong (519.482.3416 ex. 2021). 

She will book the sign for you, give instructions and direct you on how to arrange pick-up.  
 

Thank you for your continued partnership in making our roads safer for residents and visitors alike. 

We look forward to the speed sign being in your communities. 

Sincerely, 

 
Laura Armstrong 
CHIP Coordinator 
larmstrong@huroncounty.ca 



Memorandum of Understanding 

between 

The Coalition for Huron Injury Prevention 

and 

 

__________________________ 

(municipality) 

for the 2016 season. 

 

We the undersigned parties to this agreement acknowledge the following in the use of the radar 

speed sign owned by the Coalition for Huron Injury Prevention: 

 

1. The Coalition for Huron Injury Prevention is the recognized owner of the radar speed 

monitoring sign. 

 

2. The parties to this agreement will pay for repairs, as needed, as a result of damage to the 

radar speed monitoring sign while in their possession up to $1000. 

 

3. The parties will record on the sheet provided when and where the radar speed monitoring 

sign is used, the speed limit and ensure the Data Logger is turned on during its use. 

 

4. Dates and locations for the use of the radar speed monitoring sign will be determined by the 

parties to the agreement. 

 

5. The data obtained on the radar speed monitoring sign may be used by CHIP and other 

coalition agencies and the information may be released to the public. 

 

6. Whenever possible the radar speed monitoring sign will be returned to its storage facility at 

the end of each day’s use.  If this is not feasible, the parties agree the radar speed monitoring 

sign will be stored in a secure place with the anti-theft cable in place. 

 

7. It is preferred and recommended that the radar speed monitoring sign be used during daylight 

hours only and moved off the roadside to be stored in a safe location at night. 

 

8. In the event of a malfunction of the radar speed monitoring sign, the Coalition for Huron 

Injury Prevention shall be notified forthwith. 

 

9. All parties using the radar speed monitoring sign shall provide the Coalition for Huron Injury 

Prevention a certificate of insurance for the year. 

 

 

CAO/Clerk: _______________________________ 

                                             (please print) 

Signature:_______________________ Date:___________ 

 

CHIP:           _______________________________ 

                                               (please print) 

 

Signature:_______________________ 

 

Date:___________ 
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Pedestrian & Hallowe’en Safety 

 

CHIP Members 

Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh, 

Bluewater, County Highways, 

Goderich, Huron OPP, Howick, 

Huron County Health Unit, Morris-

Turnberry, North Huron, South 

Huron, Wingham Police Service 

 

CHIP Members 

Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh, Bluewater, County 

Highways, Goderich, Huron OPP, Howick, Huron 

County Health Unit, Ministry of Transportation 

Ontario, Morris-Turnberry, North Huron, South 

Huron, Wingham Police Service 

 

2016 Speed Sign Season Launch! 

As the temperatures get higher, unfortunately driver’s speeds do 

the same! 

We are looking forward to working with municipalities again to help 

control speeds on our roads to help keep residents and visitors safe. 

Once a year we ask municipalities to fill out a Memorandum of 

Understanding and provide a letter from your insurance company. 

Once that is done, your municipality is set to use the speed sign all 

year! Contact Laura Armstrong (larmstrong@huroncounty.ca) to 

book. 

 

Stay tuned – 

Next Edition: 

Marijuana Goggle Simulation 

Bicycle Rodeo Support 

First Huron Road Safety Forum 

 

 

 

Above: Grade 2 class from Clinton Public School 

Hallowe’en is an ideal time to get out the “Be Safe Be Seen” 

message, as it gets dark earlier. In 2015 we distributed 

1,500 retroreflective slapbands & take home sheets to 

families from six schools in Central Huron and Bluewater. In 

2016 we’ll be looking for funding to complete the project 

for all remaining schools that didn’t receive the program in 

2014 or 2015.  
Back, Left to Right: Tim Poole (Wingham Police 
Service), Sean Wraight (MTO), Paul Bollinger 
(ACW), Mike Alcock (Huron Highways), Jamie 
Stanley (OPP) 
 

Front, Left to Right: Linda Henhoeffer (Howick), 
Brock Vodden (North Huron), Sharen Zinn (Morris-
Turnberry), Laura Armstrong (Huron County Health 
Unit) 
 

Missing from picture: Dave Frayne (South Huron), 
Marnie Hill (Bluewater), Michele Hansen 
(Goderich) 

mailto:larmstrong@huroncounty.ca


 

Packed rooms at each event! The picture above features attendees who came 

out to the Belmore event. 

Winter Driving 

We worked together with MTO and County of Huron to 

promote their informative and engaging videos. Online 

advertising was purchased with sites frequented by 

Huron residents looking for road and closure 

information. While there was some use of social media 

with this campaign in addition to the online 

advertisements, CHIP member Constable James Stanley 

hit social media gold with the ‘clear your car off’ 

message. This tweet went viral and showed up in the 

news around the globe! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Safe Driving for Seniors 

In 2015, three Safe Driving for Seniors sessions were 

given in Belmore, Goderich and Brussels reaching 

about 180 seniors. These sessions feature speakers 

from the Ministry of Transportation and the Ontario 

Provincial Police. Topics covered ranged from the 

license renewal process, round-a-bouts, tips and tricks 

on driving safely through the aging process, signs  

 Excellent 
presentation and I 

feel more 
confident in 

taking the tests 
going forward. 

Keep having 
these days! 

when it might be time for you or a loved one to hang 

up the keys and alternative ways of getting around. 

If there’s a group in your community that would be 

interested in hosting one in 2016, contact Laura 

Armstrong (larmstrong@huroncounty.ca) to arrange. 

Upcoming Date: June 1st, Fordwich, 2pm 

mailto:larmstrong@huroncounty.ca


From: Jeff Horseman
To: amgh.directors@amgh.ca; ascott@abca.on.ca; jparker@abca.on.ca; tprout@abca.on.ca;

cao@municipalityofbluewater.ca; David Campbell; macgowana@hurontel.on.ca; Central_Huron CAO;
maintenance@exetervilla.ca; Carol Watson; drenner@centralhuron.com; howickfiredept@wightman.ca; Christina
Taylor; Jean-Guy Albert; Rob Taylor; Bill Lewis; Marty Bedard; Donna Parsons; Barb Springall; Becky Jervis;
Michael Blumhagen; stevegardtire@hurontel.on.ca; Brad Knight; Meighan Wark; james.stanley@opp.ca;
lwha.aoc@lwha.ca; abeddow@extendicare.com; Nancy Michie; shha.administration@shha.on.ca;
jimmy.trieu@shha.on.ca; South Huron CAO; Andrew Baird; ringram@thompsonslimited.com;
meckert@thompsonslimited.com; mkrebs@thompsonslimited.com; dconsitt@thompsonslimited.com;
rmillian@thompsonslimited.com; portalbert@thompsonslimited.com; pauldoherty@hurontel.on.ca;
tpoole@winghampolice.ca; ACW Clerk; Carol Watson; David Sparling; Janice Hallahan;
a.dunn@bluewaterresthome.com; bwrh.info@bluewaterresthome.com

Cc: Jason Dodds; Erin Schooley; Kim Reid; Susan Cronin
Subject: RE: Huron Ready
Date: June-15-16 2:10:26 PM

Hello

 

Further to the report that was circulated to you on June 8th regarding the Huron Ready Community

Notification Program I am advising you that this morning Huron County Council passed the resolution to

exit the Huron Ready Program.

 

The public side of the program including our social media feeds is effective immediately. A call out

campaign is currently underway notifying all registered users of the system. This call out will last over

the coming days.

 

With respect to the service we provide to the stakeholder call groups that utilize the system to call in

staff for emergencies or for use to call in their Emergency Control Groups, as outline in the report, this

service will be maintained until October 1st. Over the coming weeks you will receive a formal letter

from my office confirming this.

 

Below is the media release that has been released after County Council today.

 

T Huron County Discontinues

Huron Ready Community Notification Program
Huron Ready services to the public are ending effective immediately

 

Goderich, Ontario, June 15th, 2016.
 
The Huron Ready Community Notification Program is ending effective
immediately and its phone and social media services are being discontinued.
 
Huron Ready has been operating since 2009. However, after conducting a
program review, it has been identified that this County service is no longer
relevant. With the rising adoption of communication technologies, Huron
Ready has become redundant as source agencies responsible for community
notifications are now connecting to residents directly using tools like social
media.
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Over the coming days, one final phone call campaign will be completed to
members of the public registered with Huron Ready to notify them that the
service is ending. This final call campaign is expected to be completed by the
end of this month. A notice will be posted to the Huron Ready Facebook and
Twitter accounts to notify followers that the program is ending.
 
To continue to receive community notifications, residents are advised to
consult the following authoritative sources:
 

·        For road closures, follow the OPP @OPP_COMM_WR
 

·        For weather alerts, follow Environment Canada @ECAlertON160
(Goderich) or @ECAlertON110 (Wingham)

 
- 30 -

Media Inquiries:
Scott Currie
Communications Coordinator
519.524.8394 ext. 3268
scurrie@huroncounty.ca
www.huroncounty.ca
 
hank you

 

 

 

Jeff Horseman BappB:ES

( A ) Chief Emergency Services

County of Huron

1 Courthouse Square

Goderich ON N7A 1M2

 

(519) 524-8394 ext. 3314

(226) 222-0287 (cell)
 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  The information contained or included in this email message and any attachment may

be privileged and confidential and may contain personal information that may be subject to the privacy

provisions of the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act and the Personal

Information Protection and Electronic Documents Act, and is intended only for the use of the

mailto:scurrie@huroncounty.ca
http://www.huroncounty.ca/


 

 
Ontario 
Provincial 
Police 

 

 
Police 
provinciale 
de l’Ontario 

 
         Municipal Policing Bureau  
          Bureau des services policiers des municipalités  

 
777 Memorial Ave. 777, avenue Memorial 
Orillia ON  L3V 7V3  Orillia ON  L3V 7V3 

 

  Tel:  705 329-6200 Tél.    : 705 329-6200 
Fax: 705 330-4191 Téléc.: 705 330-4191 

  File Reference: 612-20  

 

 

June 7, 2016 

 

Attn:  Municipal CAOs and Mayors 

 

RE: New Report Available Related to Current Billable Calls for Service (CFS) 

 

In follow-up to the 2016 initiatives letter dated June 1
st
, 2016, the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) 

Municipal Policing Bureau has rolled out a new report called the Calls for Service (CFS) Billing 

Summary Report.   Under the OPP billing model, the number of billable occurrences has an impact on the 

amount a municipality pays on the CFS portion of their annual billing statement. 

 

Police officers perform a variety of duties and respond to many different types of situations.  Only a 

portion of these duties, deemed to be reactive in nature, are included in the CFS portion of a 

municipality’s annual billing statement.    

 

The CFS Billing Summary Report captures current activity for billable occurrences grouped and 

weighted by their respective time standard in a manner similar to the annual statement.  With the CFS 

Billing Summary Report, Detachment Commanders are able to view current activity, comparing it to the 

same period in the previous year to take a quick snapshot of “billable” CFS in the municipality.   

 

This report is meant to be shared by detachment representatives with OPP-policed municipalities through 

their Police Services Boards (PSB), Community Policing Advisory Committees (CPAC) and/or 

municipal councils. It must be recognized that this is only one of several tools and/or reports available to 

understand policing activity in a municipality.  On the back side of this memo you will find some 

Frequently Asked Questions about the CFS Billing Summary Report.   

 

This report, combined with other tools and/or reports, can assist detachment commanders in identifying 

the types of calls that may be contributing to reactive CFS and impacting policing costs.  The 

development of this report supports the OPP’s commitment to provide clear and transparent information 

to municipalities about the delivery of OPP municipal policing services.  

 
Yours truly, 

 

   
  

M.M. (Marc) Bedard 

Superintendent 

Commander, 

Municipal Policing Bureau 

 

ald/ 



Frequently Asked Questions 
 

 

Q.   What is the difference between the CFS Billing Summary report and the Police Services 

Board report? 

The PSB report consists of four components, one of which being crime data from Niche RMS.  

The crime report is similar to the CFS Billing summary but different.  Billable occurrence 

reporting has unique characteristics unlike any of the OPP’s other statistical methods including: 

 Count of reported occurrences instead of actual occurrences (reported in the Police 

Services Board Crime report). 

 Excludes occurrences reported through on-line reporting methods. 

 Offences included in the billing categories vary from traditional reporting categories 

(originating from Statistics Canada) despite similar naming conventions. 

 Does not include ALL occurrences municipal officers attend. 

 Does not include occurrences in First Nations, provincial areas or unorganized 

territories. 

 The PSB Report is managed and supported by Business Management Bureau.  The CFS 

Billing Summary Report is managed and supported by Municipal Policing Bureau.  

 

Q.   Why are reported occurrences used instead of actual occurrences? 
Reported occurrences are the sum of all actual and unfounded occurrences reported to police.  
Reported occurrences invoke police resources, whether the reported offence was actually 
committed or not.  As police are still required to investigate ‘unfounded’ occurrences and still 
invoke a police response, they are counted for billing purposes. 
 
Q.   Where can I get this report from? 
CFS Billing Summary reports can be requested from your Detachment Commander. 
 
Q.   Are calls for service in First Nation or provincial areas (Provincial parks, highways) 
included in the counts? 
The CFS Billing Summary report counts only occurrences that occur in one of the 323 
municipalities policed by the OPP.  It does not include occurrences in provincial areas (including 
First Nation, unincorporated territories or provincial park areas) that OPP members are 
mandated to police.  Location of the occurrence is determined by the occurrence address. 
 



 
 

 
Ontario 
Provincial 
Police 

 
 

 
Police 
provinciale 
de l’Ontario 

 
 
 
Municipal Policing Bureau  
Bureau des services policiers des municipalités  
 
777 Memorial Ave.                  777, ave Memorial 
Orillia ON  L3V 7V3               Orillia (ON)  L3V 7V3 

   
Tel:  (705) 329-6200 

 
Fax:  (705) 330-4191  

 

 

   
  File number/Référence: 612-20   
                                

June 01, 2016 
 
 
Mayor/CAO, 
 
It has been a pleasure for us to help you accomplish your policing responsibilities and 
keeping your community safe over the years, and we look forward to providing you high 
value policing service in 2016 and beyond. 
 
In this letter, I would like to highlight for you some of the 2016 initiatives we are undertaking 
and inform you of some of the projects Municipal Policing Bureau (MPB) will be focusing on 
this year. 
 
New MPB Twitter account @OPP_Mun_Pol 
In 2016, MPB’s commitment is to enhance our communication with your municipality using 
effective, innovative means of communication. The Bureau recently launched a Twitter 
account (@OPP_Mun_Pol) to provide municipalities like yours with an opportunity to stay 
up-to-date with the MPB initiatives and announcements. At the same time, our Bureau will 
be using Twitter to post additional information/materials and answer questions you might 
have. If your municipality does not have a Twitter account, it is recommended to set up one 
up on your desktop or your mobile device and start following us at @OPP_Mun_Pol. For 
additional information on how to sign up with Twitter, please visit Twitter Support Page. 
Alternatively, you may enter @OPP_Mun_Pol in your search browser (i.e. Google Chrome, 
Firefox or Internet Explorer). 
 
Redesign of the www.OPP.ca 
With the recent redesign of the OPP website, our Bureau will continue to upload materials 
which will help in providing detailed explanation on the billing model, contract proposal 
process and policing costs in general. Please take the time to review the MPB page of the 
website (www.OPP.ca/Who we are/Municipal Policing Bureau). In addition, the MPB will 
notify all our Twitter followers once new materials are uploaded on our website. 
 
Posting of the 2015-2016 municipal policing costs on www.OPP.ca  
Based on feedback received from many municipalities, and in keeping with our renewed 
commitment to educate, inform, and be transparent on OPP municipal policing billing 
practices, the OPP will be posting the 2015 and 2016 policing costs for all OPP policed 
municipalities on www.OPP.ca/Who we are/Municipal Policing Bureau. 
 
Municipal portal initiative 
We are currently at the design stage for creating a communication portal with all 323 
municipalities policed by the OPP. The ability to communicate regularly and in a timely 
manner with such a large number of clients  using conventional means, like regular mail, 
has its limitations. In keeping with the OPP’s drive to innovate and be more efficient, my 
intention is to develop an online correspondence delivery system that allows all of us to 
communicate with you in a more efficient and effective way.  

https://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiwxL2E3YnNAhWL64MKHQRQB5EQFggcMAA&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fopp_mun_pol&usg=AFQjCNGmWOfgYTuKfSpBPkZ4YbQciLXuaQ
https://support.twitter.com/articles/100990?lang=en
http://www.opp.ca/
http://opp.ca/index.php?id=115&entryid=56b7d20e8f94ac9f5828d198
http://www.opp.ca/
http://opp.ca/index.php?id=115&entryid=56b7d20e8f94ac9f5828d198
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This online portal will have individual municipal access and serve as a delivery mechanism 
for all the correspondence with municipalities like yours going forward. i.e. annual billing 
statements, letters, reminders etc.  
 
The OPP Contract Proposal Process  
As you are aware, the Ministry of Community Safety and Correctional Services lifted the 
moratorium on costings on November 1, 2015 and the OPP has started providing contract 
proposals as requested. There are currently 10 municipalities in the queue for costing 
proposals. The contract proposal process was designed not to affect the municipal policing 
cost of the existing OPP-policed municipalities. A detailed Information Manual that provides 
more information on the OPP contract proposal/amalgamation process can be found at 
www.OPP.ca/Who we are/Municipal Policing Bureau.  
 
New CFS Billing Summary Report  
In addition to the OPP launching the Polices Services Board reporting tool earlier in 2015, 
MPB recently launched the Calls for Service (CFS) Billing Summary Report. If you haven’t 
seen it by now your local civilian governance body likely has. The report, available from your 
local OPP detachment Commander, ensures timely information to municipalities pertaining 
to the ‘billable’ CFS in their municipality. Please discuss with your Detachment Commander 
and your civilian governance body (if any) for the possibility of reviewing the report.  
 
Please send us your feedback on these new initiatives by email at 
OPP.MunicipalPolicing@opp.ca. We look forward to hearing from your municipality on these 
initiatives and our fruitful collaboration in the future.  
 
The OPP is committed to work diligently with municipal stakeholders to ensure effective, 
efficient and sustainable police service delivery in Ontario. 

 

Thank you again. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
M.M.(Marc) Bedard 

Superintendent 
Commander, 
Municipal Policing Bureau 
 
Email OPP.MunicipalPolicing@opp.ca 
Twitter @OPP_Mun_Pol  
 
/nv 

http://opp.ca/index.php?id=115&entryid=56e71d6e8f94ac5c3f31071b
http://opp.ca/index.php?id=115&entryid=56b7d20e8f94ac9f5828d198
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1340 Pickering Parkway, Suite 101, Pickering, ON L1V 0C4 

www.mpac.ca 
 
 

 
 
 

 
June 13, 2016 
 
To:   All Municipal Heads of Council, CAOs, Finance Officers and Clerks,  

Treasurers and Tax Collectors 
 
From:   Carla Y. Nell 
  Vice-President, Municipal and Stakeholder Relations 
  
Subject: Changes to MPAC’s Notice Mailing Schedule 

 
A potential strike by Canada Post employees may affect the delivery of Property Assessment Notices to 

residential property taxpayers in certain parts of Ontario. A strike deadline has been set for July 1, 2016. 

As a result, the Municipal Property Assessment Corporation (MPAC) has decided to send in-year Notices 

earlier than planned to ensure delivery to Canada Post by July 1, 2016. This includes Advisory Notices of 

Adjustment, Post-Roll Amended Notices, Special Amended Notices and Tax Incentive Approval Results. 

Delivery of these Notices to property owners and related products to municipalities will now be 

delivered June 14-17, 2016. 

The June Property Assessment Change Notices data extract, which originally included Notices for six 

regions, Cornwall (01), Pembroke (04), Barrie (16), Niagara (18), Hamilton (19) and Haldimand, Brant, 

Norfolk (20), will now include two additional regions – Brockville (02) and Kingston (05) – to ensure 

affected municipalities are provided the products they need to conduct their business. 

A full list of revised dates is included below: 

 

  

http://www.mpac.ca/
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2016 Property Assessment Notices to Hamilton (19) and Brantford (20) are scheduled to be delivered to 

Canada Post by July 4; however, if there is a postal disruption delivery of these will be also be on hold. 

 

As you know, MPAC is also in negotiations with OPSEU, the union that represents approximately 1,300 

of its 1,700 employees. The bargaining committees have met a number of times over the last few 

months and most recently, these meetings included a provincially appointed Conciliation Officer. While 

we have reached agreement on a number of items, some key items such as wages and benefits remain 

unresolved. A strike deadline has been set for June 17, 2016 at 12:01 a.m. 

 

Further meetings between the bargaining committees have been scheduled for June 15 and 16 and we 

are hopeful that we will achieve an agreement that is fair and equitable to our employees and reflective 

of the climate in the broader public sector. 

 

As good business practices would dictate, we are in the process of finalizing our contingency plan in the 

event that an agreement cannot be reached and a labour disruption is initiated. We will provide details 

of that contingency plan, in particular what services will be available and which will not, closer to the 

strike date. 

Should you have any questions, please contact the undersigned at 289-315-1287. 
 

Yours truly, 

 

 

 

Carla Y. Nell 

Vice-President, Municipal & Stakeholder Relations 

 

http://www.mpac.ca/
















































From: Planning Consultation (MAH)
To: Planning Consultation (MAH)
Subject: Proclamation of the Smart Growth for Our Communities Act, 2015 Changes to the Planning Act, and related

Regulations
Date: June-15-16 4:38:08 PM

We are writing to provide an update on the Smart Growth for Our Communities Act,

2015 (Bill 73) and the changes the Act makes to the Planning Act.  While certain

changes to the Planning Act came into force on Royal Assent (December 3, 2015),

the majority of changes to the Planning Act will come into force on July 1, 2016, as

specified by proclamation. 

 

The Smart Growth for Our Communities Act, 2015, which also makes changes to the

Development Charges Act, 1997, provides for enhanced tools and processes for

communities and residents to determine how their neighbourhoods grow, and to plan

and pay for growth.  The legislation aims to help municipalities recover more costs for

growth-related infrastructure, give residents more say in how their communities grow,

protect and promote greenspaces, enhance transparency and accountability, set

clearer rules for land use planning, give municipalities more independence to make

local decisions and make it easier to resolve disputes.

 

Some examples of important improvements to the land use planning system

introduced by the Smart Growth for Our Communities Act, 2015 that will come into

force on July 1, 2016 include:

 

Enhancing Municipal Transparency by:

requiring detailed reporting for municipal collection of density bonusing and

parkland fees

changing the alternative parkland dedication rate for cash-in-lieu payments to

incent the acquisition of physical parkland

requiring some municipalities, in consultation with school boards and the public,

to prepare parks plans to help plan for parkland, greenspace, and park facilities

 

Enhancing Citizen Engagement by:

requiring explanation of how public input affected a municipal planning decision

ensuring consideration of public input at the municipal level by approval

authorities and the Ontario Municipal Board

requiring locally-designed public consultation policies

facilitating the modernization of the giving of notice through additional methods

(e.g. email)

increasing use and ensuring citizen membership on planning advisory

committees

 

Increasing Certainty, Stability and Reducing Costs by:

limiting requests for amendments to new official plans and/or new

comprehensive zoning by-laws for 2 years after documents are approved,

mailto:PlanningConsultation@ontario.ca
mailto:PlanningConsultation@ontario.ca


unless council authorizes the application(s) to proceed

providing regulation-making authority to limit requests for amendments to the

renamed community planning permit system policy (official plan) and by-law for

5 years after documents are approved, unless council authorizes the

application(s) to proceed

removing the ability to apply for a minor variance for 2 years after a site specific

rezoning, unless council authorizes the application(s) to proceed

limiting approvals and appeals of lower-tier official plans, unless in conformity

with upper-tier plans

removing requirements to review employment land policies

 

Resolving Disputes, Improving Local Decision-Making and Accountability by:

allowing time to be added to planning decision timelines to resolve disputes

prior to appeals (90-day “timeout”)

restricting appeals of specific provincially-approved matters (e.g. Ministry of the

Environment and Climate Change approved source water protection

boundaries)

removing appeal of second unit residential policies at official plan updates

requiring clearer reasons for appeals

removing the ability to appeal entire new official plans

providing enhanced opportunities for alternative dispute resolution

 

To facilitate implementation of the Act, a number of new or changed Planning Act

regulations will also come into effect July 1, 2016.  The changes affect a range of

matters, such as:

enhancing complete application requirements for official plan and zoning by-law

amendments, Minister’s zoning order amendments, and plans of subdivision

updating and simplifying notice requirements to make them easier for the public

to access and understand

updating notice requirements to deal with notices to multi-tenant residential

buildings

requiring the record sent to the Ontario Municipal Board following an appeal of

a minor variance to include the minutes of a public hearing

changing the name of the “development permit system” to “community planning

permit system”, and putting in place a five year “timeout” for privately-initiated

amendments to the system after it is established (unless applications are

otherwise permitted by the municipality)

setting out specific rules for planning matters that are in process when the

Planning Act changes come into force on July 1, 2016.

 

You can view copies of the new or amending Planning Act regulations on Ontario’s e-

Laws website:

Ontario Regulation 173/16 (Community Planning Permits) – new, replacing

Ontario Regulation 608/06 (Development Permits) –

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r16173

Ontario Regulation 174/16 (Transitional Matters Relating to the Smart Growth

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r16173


for Our Communities Act, 2015) – new –

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r16174

Ontario Regulation 175/16 – amending Ontario Regulation 200/96 (Minor

Variance Applications) – https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r16175

Ontario Regulation 176/16 – amending Ontario Regulation 197/96 (Consent

Applications) – https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r16176

Ontario Regulation 177/16 – amending Ontario Regulation 546/06 (Requests to

Amend or Revoke Minister’s Zoning Orders) –

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r16177

Ontario Regulation 178/16 – amending Ontario Regulation 544/06 (Plans of

Subdivision) – https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r16178

Ontario Regulation 179/16 – amending Ontario Regulation 545/06 (Zoning By-

Laws, Holding By-Laws and Interim Control By-Laws) –

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r16179

Ontario Regulation 180/16 – amending Ontario Regulation 543/06 (Official

Plans and Plan Amendments) – https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r16180

 

To assist you with the implementation of the important changes to the land use

planning system and the associated regulations, the Ministry is also preparing a

number of guidance materials.  Information sessions have been held and additional

education sessions are being planned for municipalities and stakeholders.  Please

visit the Ministry’s website periodically for further updates.

 

A copy of the Smart Growth for Our Communities Act, 2015 can be viewed online on

the Legislative Assembly of Ontario’s website.

 

If you have any questions related to the Planning Act, please contact (416) 585-6014

or send an e-mail to PlanningConsultation@ontario.ca.

 

 

OBJET : Promulgation de la Loi de 2015 pour une croissance intelligente de
nos collectivités et modifications à la Loi sur l’aménagement
du territoire et à ses règlements d’application

 

Madame/Monsieur,

 

Par la présente, nous souhaitons faire le point sur la Loi de 2015 pour une croissance
intelligente de nos collectivités (projet de loi 73) et les modifications qu’elle apporte à

la Loi sur l’aménagement du territoire. Bien que certaines modifications à la Loi sur
l’aménagement du territoire aient reçu la sanction royale (3 décembre 2015) et soient

entrées en vigueur, la majorité des modifications à cette loi prendront effet le

1er juillet 2016, la date fixée par proclamation.

 

La Loi de 2015 pour une croissance intelligente de nos collectivités, qui modifie

également la Loi de 1997 sur les redevances d’aménagement, prévoit des outils et

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r16174
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r16175
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r16176
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r16177
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r16178
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r16179
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r16180
http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/Page11014.aspx
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From: Christine Koenig, Ontario Sustainability Services Inc.
To: Carol
Subject: The Climate Change Action Plan"s impact on your municipality
Date: June-16-16 1:17:06 PM

Sustainability News by Ontario Sustainability Services Inc. Is this email not displaying correctly?
View it in your browser.

Dear Carol,

we'd like to make you aware of the

 

Municipal Implications of Ontario’s

CLIMATE CHANGE ACTION PLAN
 

On June 9th the Ontario Government released the “Ontario's Five year Climate

Change ACTION PLAN 2016- 2020” and there are plenty of opportunities for Ontario

municipalities to act upon. 

 

Expectations are high and the support for implementation is generous for those

municipalities and communities that are ready to act upon the low carbon high

productivity challenges presented.

 

The Province of Ontario, with the help of Ontario municipalities, businesses and residents

is targeting to reduce greenhouse gases by 15% below 1990 emission levels by 2020;

37% by 2030 and 80% by 2050. In achieving these low carbon targets, Ontario hopes to

create jobs while improving the quality of life in our communities and municipalities.

The ACTION PLAN lays out the details and timeline targets in an 86-page document,

which you can download here: “Ontario Five year Climate Change ACTION PLAN

 

ALL elements of the ACTION PLAN will impact Ontario communities – residents and

businesses. Ontario Sustainability Services has reviewed the plan and identified the 25

specific actions that will directly impact you as a municipal elected official, employee

or organization.

 

In anticipation of the impact of the ACTION PLAN and the specific municipal related

actions, last month OSS announced its new QuickLaunch service.

 

QuickLaunch was developed for municipalities and communities who are seeking a

practical, affordable and rapid tool to decide on actions that build community

sustainability and resilience by reducing greenhouse gas pollution. It includes a
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proprietary community self assessment tool to get you started and a comprehensive

dialogue Community Scorecard to help you focus on actions that match your

community’s unique circumstances. QuickLaunch is a process that gets the people in

your community actively involved in planning and implementation.

  

To learn more about how QuickLaunch can help your community get ready to take

advantage of the opportunities introduced in Ontario's Climate Change Action Plan

please contact:

 

Harry French

Harry@ontariosustainability.ca

 

Christine Koenig

Christine@ontariosustainability.ca

 

647-497-5480
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From: AMO Communications
To: clerk@howick.ca
Subject: AMO Policy Update - Government to Consult on Expanding Medical Responses through Fire Services
Date: June-14-16 4:22:36 PM

June 14, 2016

Government to Consult on Expanding Medical Responses
through Fire Services

We were told in recent meetings with the Minister of Health and Long-Term Care and the
Premier that the government wanted to consult on "how and whether" a permissive voluntary
approach that would enable municipal governments, if they chose, to allow full-time
firefighters, who are also certified and employed as paramedics, to provide patient care as
paramedics in tier response conditions. The Premier shared this yesterday with the OPFFA at
its annual conference.

This is a different approach from the OPFFA’s initial proposal of expanding the ability of
any full-time firefighter to provide enhanced symptom relief after additional training. Fire
services can currently administer epi pens, CPR, and defibrillation. The latest proposal raises
a number of issues from an employer’s perspective that demand careful, full review and
consideration. We have been assured that the interest is to have a fully informed policy
analysis. The Minister has promised AMO that it will receive any current provincial analysis
that has already been worked up. The timing and consultation process has not been confirmed
as yet.

Some of the initial areas of concern:

Labour related matters: such as impact on collective bargaining as fire fighters and
paramedics are represented by different associations/unions; wage parity matters; how
to prevent interest arbitration from making decisions that would rest with the employer;
do pension related impacts arise (NRA 65 and NRA 60); who has the disciplinary
role/representation.

Capacity of the workforce: how many full time firefighters are currently qualified,
trained paramedics; what risks arise in a 24/7 fire services model; staying certified and
training requirements; managing the ‘culture’ of fire and paramedics.

Public safety: treatment of personal health information; patient care standards;
communicable disease; certification; adherence to standards.

Liability and insurance implications.

Base hospital physicians: how is medical oversight provided to a fire fighter who is
also wearing a paramedic services hat.

Governance: land ambulance/paramedic services and fire services have different
employers and governance accountability, which also means different budgeting along

mailto:communicate@amo.on.ca
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with revenue and expenditure requirements and other reporting requirements.

Costs will be impacted by all of the above and likely by more factors and will add to
fiscal pressures.

OPFFA cites a quicker response time than ambulance. However, fire service response doesn’t
start until the truck has left the station whereas ambulance response begins when the 911 call
is actioned. Understanding what this really means for service and the expectation for better
patient outcomes is important to this policy decision. The problem of dispatch and offload at
hospital emergency rooms, and the constraints they place on ambulance services, have been
well documented and action has been promised. However, the solutions are not proceeding
quickly. Improvements to dispatch, triage tools, and emergency room transfers would have a
positive impact and improve ambulance services without attracting the type of issues that the
OPFFA proposal raises.

AMO will be working with experts in all the areas of concern as we look at the technical,
practical, financial, and governing concerns. We will keep you informed as this provincial
consultation is undertaken.

AMO Contact: Monika Turner, Director of Policy, E-mail: mturner@amo.on.ca,
416.971.9856 ext. 318.

PLEASE NOTE: AMO Breaking News will be broadcast to the member municipality’s council, administrator, and
clerk. Recipients of the AMO broadcasts are free to redistribute the AMO broadcasts to other municipal staff as
required. We have decided to not add other staff to these broadcast lists in order to ensure accuracy and
efficiency in the management of our various broadcast lists.

DISCLAIMER: Any documents attached are final versions. AMO assumes no responsibility for any discrepancies
that may have been transmitted with this electronic version. The printed versions of the documents stand as the
official record.

OPT-OUT: If you wish to opt-out of these email communications from AMO please click here.
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